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ENGLAND, &c. 
MY _LORDE, 
RR MON all the happy Conſequen- 
ces of the Glorious Revolucion which 
LJ deliver'd us Hom ing 2 ow 
oper and Slavery ; the greateſt Blel- 
IX ſing that has attended it has been thie 
— filling the Sees of the Church of Eng- 
land with Men of Your Lordſhips Piety, Learn- 
ing, Wiſdom and Moderation, And thoſe who 
have been ſo unhappy as to differ from us in Iu- 
difterent Matters, have yet on all Occaſions bleſt 
the gcod Providence of God fer giving their Pro- 
teſtant Brethren of the Legal Eſtabli hme ar ſuch 
. Worthy 
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ENGLAND, &C. 


MY LORDE, 


Rx M0 N all the happy Conſequen- 
ces of the Glorious Revolution which 
K deliver'd us from King James, from 
Pio pery and Slævery; tlie greateſt Bleſ- 
iſing that has attended it has been the 

=2 filling the Sees of the Church of Eng- 
land with Men of Your Lordſhips Piety, Learn- 
ing, Wiſdom and Moderation, And thoſe who 
have been ſo unhappy as to differ from us in Iu- 
diſterent Matters, have yet on all Occaſions blelt 
the gcod Providence of God fer giving their Pro- 
teltaut Brethren of the Legal Eſtabli hmear ſuch 
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Worthy and Religious Governors, Hard will be 
their Caſe, if they ſhou'd at ſuch a Time, and un- 
der ſuch an Eccleſiaſtical Government ſuffer more 
for - Conſcience Sake than they ever ſufter'd ſince the 
Reformation. 1 | 

Your Lord ſhips who have ſet ſuch excellent Ex- 
amples of Chriftan Charity to all under Your Care, 
eannot fu; e, without extream Concern, ſee your holy 
Ccunicls have fo little Effect on the Minds of 
the molt Zealous Sons of our Church, and that their 
Z. wud traniport them to break in upon the 
Birih iight of their Fellow Subjects and Fellow 
Chriſtuns. N 
I ſhall not perfume to trouble your Lord ſhips 
with Reaſons to prove that an entire Liberty of 
Conſcience is the Birth right ot every Britiſh Sub- 
ject, that the Laws of God and Nature have eſta- 
bliſh'd it, and every Tavaſion of that Right 1s a 
breach of them. You are too well acquainted with 
the Argument tio need any Eight in it; but will, I 
hape, Pardon me if T take the Liberty to remind you 
of the Opinion and Practice of the greateit Orna- 
ments and Piilars of our Church and Nation in a 
Maticr wht h {o much concerns the Peace and Wel- 
fare of this Kingioin, Not that your Lordſhips 
Judgement need to be directed by other Authority 
thin your own; or that any of this kind is greater. 
Bui I qcubt not when your Lordſhips remember 
with what a Spirit of Truth, Wiſdom and Piety 
this Debaic has been handled by your Reverend Pre- 
deceſſore, and others of other Countries as well as 
our own, it wii) confirm you in the Good and 
Generous Reſolutions you may have taken to pre- 
vent the Niſpair and Miſery of fo many Thoufand 
Proteſtant Fam lies as will be affected by the Law 
that is on Fooc againſt them. It wou'd be very 
Impertipent to go about to explain to your Lord- 
ſhips tha: Schi ſm in the Church Senſe of it does not 
cxtend to cur Prateſtant D ſſenters, who diſagree 
with us not in the Eſſeptials of Religion and Points 
teudins to Salvation. Yer that Diſagreement wowd 


make Conformity Criminal to them, if it were a. 


gainſt 


- 
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gainſt their Conſcience, which therefore ought to 
be indulg'd for the good ot their Souls and the, 
Peace of the Publick. 3 | 

It has been thought a little Vain in us to pretend 
to a Purity of Religion above all other Proteſtant” 
Churches in Europe, and as the far greater part of 
Proteſtants come nearer 1n Matters of Doctrine and- 
Diſciphne to thoſe of che Diſſenters that differ leaſt 
f.om the Church than to the Church herſelf, It 
is not ſo clear as in ſuch a Caſe one would have it 
be, tliat the greater Number are in a Schiſm from 
the leſs. 

FShou'd we enter into the Hiſtorical Account of 
our Reformation, we ſhall find that the firſt Diſſen- 
tion from the Church of Xe was Condemn?. by 


the very ſame Arguments that are made uſe ef by 
the Enemies to our Proteſtant Diffenters. And: 


what Your Lordſhips very Reverend and Learned 
Brother Dr. S illing fleet has 1ai1d on this Occaſion in 
his enicam, proves this and defines Schiſm beyond 
all Manner of doubt or difficulty: Let Men turn 
and wind themſelves nhieh may they will, ſays he, by 
the very ſame Arguments that any will prove Spera- 
tion from the Church of Rome Laxful, becauſe ſhe re- 


quired unlawtul Things, as C ions of her Commu - 


nion, it will be pro d Lanful not to conform to any 
ſuſpected or unlanful Practice, required by any Church 
Governors upon the ſame Terms ; If the Thing ſo re- 
quired be after ſerious and ſob:r Enquiry, judg d un- 
warrantable by a Man's own Conſcience, And withal it 
would be further confilered; whetherwhen our belt Writers 
again(t the Papiſts, do lay the Imputation of Schiſm 
not on theſe who withdraw Communion, but on them fur 
requiring ſuch Communion, ( whereby they did rather 
eject Men our of their Communion, than the other ſe- 
perate from them) they do not by the ſame Arguments 
lay the Imputation of Schiſ\m on all who require ſuch 
Conditions if Communion, and take it wholly off from 
thoſe who refuſe to Conform for Conſcience Sate. 

If this is not the Cafe of our Non-conformitts, 
that Learned Prelate is as well miſtaken as my felf, 
for it is not to be doubted but lie intended them 
0 not 


CS.) 
riot only in this, but in the following Diſcourſe 
on this Subject preceeding to it: 3 


* HERE any Church, retaining the Pu- 
" VV rity of Doctrine, doth require 1 owu- 
ing of, and conforming te, any unlawful or ſuſ- 
* pected Practice, Men may law fully deny Confor- 
mity to, and Communion with that Church in 
* ſuch Things, without incurting the Guilt of 
* Schiſm. I fay not, Men may proceed to Poſitive 
* Schifm as it is called, that is, erecting of New 
Churches, which from Cyprian is call d erigere 
* Altare contra Altare; but only that withdrawing 
* Communion from a Church in unlawful or ſui- 
* pected Things. doth not lay Men under the Guilt 
* of Schiſm e Which becauſe I know may meet 
* with ſome Oppoſition from thoſe Men, who will 
© ſooner call Men Schiſmaticks than prove them ſo, 
© 1 ſhall offer this Reaſon for it to Conſideration, -If 
* ourSeparation from the Church of Rome was there- 
© fore lawful,becauſe ſhe required unlawfulThings, 
© as Conditions of her Communion, then_ where- 
© ever ſuch Things are required by any Church, 
© Non-Communion with that Church in thofe 
© thoſe Things will be lawful too; and where Non- 
* Communien is lawful, there can be no Schiſin in 
© it. Whatever difference will be thought of, as to 
c 
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the Things impoſed by the Church of Rome and o- 
thers, will be ſoon anſwered by the propor tions- 
ble difference between bare Non-Conformnnty, and 
total and poſitive Separation. What was in it 
{elf lawful and neceſſary then, how comes it to be 
unlww ful and unneceſſiry now? Did that juſtiſie 
our withdrawing from them, becauſe they requi- 
red Things unlawful, as Conditions of Commu- 
mon; and will not the ſame juſtifi: other Mens 
Nou-Conformity in Things ſuppoſed by them 
unlawful ? If it be ſaid here, that the Pop*'s Pow- 
et was Uſurpation, which is not in law ſul Gover- 
© nours of Churches; it is ſoon replied, That the 
Pope's Uſurpition mainly lies in impoſing Things 
upon Mens Conſciences as neceſſary, which are 
e doubtful 


c 
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© doubtful or unlawful ; and here ever the ſame 
© Thing is done, there is an Uſurpation of the ſame 
© Nature, tho not in ſo high a Degree; and it may 
be as lawful to withdraw Communion from one, 
as well as the other. If it be ſtill ſaid, that Men 
are bound to be ruled by their Governours in de- 
termining what Things are lawful and what not; 
to this it is anſwered, Firſt, No true Proteſtant 
can ſwear blind Obedience to Church Governours 
in all Things, It is the higheſt Uſurpation to rob 
Men of the Liberty of their * 1 that 
which we plead for againſt the Papiſts, is, that all 
Men have Eyes in their Heads as wellas the Pope; 
that every one hath a judicium private Diſcretionis, 
which is the Rule of Practice, as to himfelf : And 
tho' we freely allow a Miniſterial Power under 
Chrilt, in the Governours of the Church, yet 
that extends not to an Obligation upon Men to go 
againſt the Dictates of their own Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience. Their Power is only directive and de- 
clarative, and in Matters of Duty can bind no 
more than Baka and Evidence brought from 
Scripture by them both. A Man hath not the Pow- 
er over his own Underſtanding, much leſs can o- 
© thers have t© Nullas credit | 
aliquid eſſe verum. quia vult cre- Picus Mi- 
dere id eſſe verum; non eſt enim in rand. Apol. p. 
poteſtæte Hominis facere aliquid ap- 225, 226. 
parere intellectui ſuo verum quando 
© wvoluerit, Either therefore Men are bound to © 
© Church - Governours in all Things abſolutely, 
© without any Reſtriction or Limitation (which 
© if it be not Uſurpation and Dominion over others 
Faith in them and the worſt of implicit Faith in 
© others, it is hard to define what either of them 1s;) 
© orelſe, if they be bound to obey only in lawful 
© Things, I then enquire who mult. be judge what 
© Things are lawful, in this Ciſe, what not? If 
© the Governours hill, then the Power will be ab- 
! ſolute again; for to be ſure, whatever they com- 
© mand, they will ſay is lawful, either in it 1elf, or 
Das they command it: If every private Perſon - 
1 mult 
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(5) 
not only in this, but in the following Diſcourſe 
on this Subject preceeding to it: 


E VV HERE any Church, retaining the Pu- 
3 rity of Doctrine, doth require the owu- 
© 1ng of, and conforming te, any unlawful or ſuſ- 
* pected Practice, Men may lawtully deny Confor- 
© mity to, and Communion with that Church in 
* ſuch Things, without incurring the Guilt of 
* Schifm. TI fay not, Men may proceed to Poſitive 
* Schifm as it is called, that is, erecting of New 
Churches, which from Cyprian is call d erigere 
Altare contra Altare; but only that withdrawing 
© Communion from a Church in unlawtul or ſui- 
* pected Things. doth not lay Men under the Guilt 
of Schiſm e Which becauſe I know may meet 
with ſome Oppoſition from thoie Men, who will 
ſooner call Men Schiſmaticks than prove them ſo, 
I ſhall offer this Reaſon for it to Conſideration, It 
ourSeparation from the Church of Rome was there- 
fore lawful,becauſe ſhe required unlawfulThinge, 
as Conditions of her Communion, then where- 
ever ſuch Things are required by any Church, 
N.n-Communion with that Church in thote 
thoſe Things will be lawful too; and where Non- 
Communion is lawful, there can be no Schiſin in 
it. Whatever difference will be thought of, as to 
the Things 1mpoled by the Church of Rome and o- 
thers, will be ſoon anſwered by the proportiona- 
ble difference between bare Non-Conformity, and 
total and poſitive Separation. What was in it 
lelf lawful and neceſſary then, how comes it to be 
unlwy ful and unneceſſiry now? Did that juſtiſie 
our withdrawing from them, becauſe they requi- 
red Things unlawful, as Conditions of Commu- 
nion; and will not the ſame juſtifi: other Mens 
Nou-Conformity in Things ſuppoſed by them 
unlawful ? If it be ſaid here, thit ihe Pop*'s Pow- 
er was Uſurpation, which is not in lawful Gover- 
nours of Churches; it is ſoon replied, That the 
Pope's Uſurpition mainly lies in impoſing Things 
upon Mens Conſcienccs as neceſſary, which are 
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© doubtful or unlawful ; and where-ever the ſame 
© Thing is done, there is an Uſurpation of the ſame 
© Nature, tho' not in ſo-high a Degree; and it may 
be as lawful to withdraw Communion from one, 
as well as the other. If it be (till ſaid, that Men 
are bound to be ruled by their Governours in de- 
termining what Things are lawful and what not; 
to this it is anſwered, Firſt, No true Proteſtant 
can {wear blind Obedience to Church Governours 
in all Things, It is the higheſt Uſurpation to rob 
Men of the Liberty of their Judgments ; that 
which we plead for aga:n{ the Papiſts, is, that all 
Men have Eyes in their Heads as well as the Pope; 
that every one hath a jadicium private Diſcretionis, 
which is the Rule of Practice, as to himſelf : And 
tho' we freely allow a Miniſterial Power under 
Chrilt, in the Governours of the Church, yet 
that extends not to an Obligation upon Mento go 
againſt the Dictates of their own Rea ſon and Con- 
ſcience. Their Power is only directive and de- 
clarative, and in Matters of Duty can bind no 
more than Reaſon and Evidence brought from 
Scripture by them both. A Man hath not the Pow- 
er over his own Underſtanding, much leſs can o- 
thers have it Nullus credit | 
aliquid eſſe verum quia vult cre- Picus Mi- 
dere id eſſe verum; non eſt enim in rand. Apol. p. 
Poteſtate Hom inis facere aliquid ap- 225, 226. 
parere intellectui ſuo verum quando 
© voluerit, Either therefore Men are bound to obey 
* Church - Governours in all Things abſolutely, 
© without any Reſtriction or Limitation (which 
© if it be not Uſurpation and Dominion over others 
Faith in them and the worit of implicit Faith in 
© others, it is hard to define what either of them is;) 
or elſe, if they be bound to obey only in lawful 
. © Things, I then enquire who mult be judge what 
© Things are lawful, in this Ciſe, what not? If 
the Governours ſtill, then the Power will be ab- 
ſolute again; for to be ſure, whatever they com- 
* mand, they will ſay is lawful, either in it felt, or 
© as they command it: If every private Perſon 


muſt 
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© muſt julge what is lawful, and what not, which 
© js commanded (as when all is ſaid, every Man will 
© be his own Judge in this Cile, in Things concern» 
© ing his own Welfare) then he is. no further bound 
to obey than he ju.lgerh the Thing to be lawful 
which is commanded, The Plea of an erroneous 
Conſcience, takes not off the Obligation to follow 
the Dictates of it ; for as he is bound to lay it down, 
ſuppoſing it erroneons, ſo he is bound not to go 
„ againſt it, whillt it is not laid down, But then 
, again, If Men are bound to ſubmit to Governours 
in the Determination of lawful Things, what 
- Plea could our Reformers have to withdraw them. 

© ſelves from the Pope's Yoak? it 
Job. 1. 14. © might have held true, Boves ara 
Summ; 2. 2. © bant & Aſinæ paſcebantur ſimul, 
4. 2. Art. 6. © which is Aquinas his Argument 

© for the Submiſſion of Inferjors in 
© in the Church to their Superiors: For did not. 
© the Pope plead to be a lawful Governor; and 
© if Men are bound to ſubmit to the Determina- 
© tion of Church Governors, as to the Lawfulneſs 


© of Things, they were bound to believe him in 


that as well as in other Things, and ſo Sepera- 
© tion from that Church was unlawful then. 


As nothing can be more Seaſonable than this ex- 
cellent Prelates Argument on the Schiſm of Pro- 
teſtant. Diſſenters, I ſhall beg leave to incert what 
he has further added to it. | 


© Were we ſo happy but to take off Things 
granted unneceſſary by all, and ſuſpected by ma- 
ny, and judged unlawful by ſome, and to make 
nothing the Bonds of our Communion but what 
Chriſt hath done, viz. one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
Ce. allowing a Liberty for Matters of Indifferen- 
cy, and bearing with the Weakneſs cf thoſe who, 
cannot bear Things which others account lawful, 
we migiit indeed be reſtored to a true Primidve 
Luſtre far ſooner, than by furbiſhing ſome anti- 
quated Ceremonies, which can derive their Pede- 
, . gree 
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| © pree no higher, than from ſome ancient Cuſtom * 


© and Tradition. God will one Day convince Men, 
© that the Union of the Church les more in the U- 
© nity of Fai:h and Affection, than in Uniformity 
© of doubt ful Rites and Ceremonies. The Bond of 


Church Communion ſhould be ſomething com- 
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* mon to {frong and weak Chriitians, as St. Auſtin 


faith of the Rule of Faith, that it is pafllis mag- 
uiſa; Communic; and certainly the - Primitive 
Church, chat did not charge Mens Faith with fuch 
a Load of Articles, as now in theſe latter Ages 
Men are charged wüb, would much leſs burden 
Mer wich unpoſing doubtful Practices upon them, 
a* -he Ground of Church Communion. And for 
pub!i-k Forms of Divine Service, ſuch of all 
Ing certainly ſhould be fo compoſed, as to be 
che leaſi ſubj:ct to any Scruple from any Perſons 
whattoever ; being on purpoſe compoled for tlie 
© Adcclariug Mens Unity aud Conſent in their Pub- 
© lick Worthip: And thoſe who were the moſt ad- 
dicted to any one Form, can never plead it un- 
lawful to amend it; whereas others may, that it 
is not l:wiul or convenient at leaſt, to uſe it 
without ſuch Alterations. And therefore, were 
there ihat Spirit of mutnal Condeſcention which 
was moſt certainly in Ecclefia primo-primitiva, as 
Gratian ſomewhere ſpeaks, in the firſt and truly 
Primitive Church in the Apoſtles time, our Brea- 
ches as to chis Thing too, might ſoon be cloſed 
up, and the Vice of Schiſm be heard among us 
no more. It argued very much the Prudence and 
Temper of the French Churches in compcſing their 
pony Forms of Prayer, that they were ſo far 
rom inſerting any thing Controverſial into them, 
that Amyraldus tells us, the Papiſts themſelves 
would uſe them. Et quod vix credibile eſſet niſi 
publice viſeretur, eas in ſeruerunt in eos libros in ques 
congeſſerunt varias precationem farmulas ; and that 
which Men will ſcarce believe unleſs they ſaw it, 
© they inſerted them into their ownPrayerBooks. The 
* ſame Temper was uſed by our Reformers in com- 
© poſing of the Liturgy in reference to the Papiſte, 
to whom they had then an eſpecial Eye, as being 
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.© the only Party yu appearing, whom they de- 
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© muſt ju lige what is lawful, and what not, which 
© 1s commanded (as when all is ſaid, every Man will 
© be his own Judge in this Cle, in Things concern» 
© ing his own Welfare) chen he is no further bound 
to obey than he judgeth the Thing to be lawful 
which is commanded. The Plea of an erroneous 
Conſcience, takes not off the Obligation to follow 
the Dictates of it ; for as he is bound to lay it down, 
ſuppoſing it erroneons, ſo he is bound not to go 
againſt it, whillt it is not laid down. But then 
again, If Men are bound to ſubmit to Governours 
in the Determination of lawful Things, what 
Plea could our Reformcrs have to withdraw them. 

© {elves from the Pope's Yoak? it 
Job. 1. 14. might have held true, Boves ara 
Summ; 2. 2. bant & Aſinæ paſcebantur ſimui, 
J. 2. Art. 6. which is Aquinas his Argument 
| © for the Submiſſion of Interiors in 
in the Church to their Superiors: For did not 
the Pope plead to be a lawful Governor; and 
if Men are bound to ſubmit to the Determina- 


of Things, they were bound to believe him in 
that as well as in other Things, and fo Sepera- 
tion from that Church was unlawful then. 
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As nothing can be more Seaſonable than this ex- 
cellent Prelates Argument on the Schiſm of Pro- 
teſtant. Diſſenters, I ſhall beg leave to incert what 
lie has further added to it. 8 


© Were we ſo happy but to take off Things 
© granted unneceſſary by all, and ſuſpected by ma- 
ny, and judged unlawful by ſome, and to make 
nothing the Bonds of our Communion but what 
Chriſt hath done, viz. one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
CF. allowirg a Liberty for Matters of Indifferen- 
cy, and bearing with the Weakneſs cf thoſe who 
cannot bear Things which others account lawtul, 
we mig:t indeed be reſtored to a true Priumicive 
Lultre far ſooner, than by turbiſhing ſome anti— 
quated Ceremoniee, which can denve their Pede- 
| . gree 
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gree no higher, than from ſome ancient Cuſtom 
and Tradition. God will one Day convince Men, 
that the Union of the Church lies more in the U- 
nicy of Fai:h and Affection, than in Umformity 
of Joub:ful Rites and Ceremonies. The Bond of 
Church Communion ſhould be ſomething com- 
mo: to rong and werk Chriitians, as St. Auſtin 
{aitk of the Rule of Faith, that it is pu/illis mag- 
wiſg, Communic; and certainly the- Primitive 
(urch, chat did not charge Mens Faith with fuch 
a Load of Articles, as now in theſe latter Ages 
Men are chrged whh, would much leſs burden 
Me wu :19poling donbtiul Practices upon them, 
ec Ground of Church Communion. And tor 
pul'i k Forms of Divine Service, ſuch of all 
I. certaiuly ſhould be fo compoled, as to be 
dhe leaſi t2bj:ct to any Scruple from any Perſons 
whitto=ver ; being on purpoſe compoicd for the 
decheriug Mens Unity aud Content in their Pub- 
Ii k Worſhip: Aud thoſe who were the moſt ad- 
dicte to any one Form, can never plead it un- 
lawful to amend ii; whereas others may, that it 
is not l-wiul or convenient at leaſt, to uſe ic 
witheut ſuch Alterations. And therefore, were 
tllere chat Spirit of mutual Condeſcention which 
was moſt certainly in Eccleſia primo-primitiva, as 
Gratian ſomewhere ſpeaks, in the firſt and truly 
Primitive Church in the Apoſtles tume, our Brea- 
ches as to chis Thing too, might ſoon be cloſed 


up, and the Vice of Schiſm be heard among us 


no more. It argued very much the Prudence and 
Temper of the French Churches in compoſing their 
1 Forms of Prayer, that they were ſo far 
rom inſerting any thing Controverſial into them, 
that Ampraldus tells us, the Papiſts themſelves 
would uſe them. Et quod vix credibile eſſet niſi 
publice viſeretur, eas inſeruerunt in eos libros in ques 
congeſſerunt varias precationem formulas ; and that 
which Men will fcarce believe unleſs they ſaw it, 
they inſerted them into their ownPrayerBooks. The 
ſame Temper was uſed by our Reformers in com- 
poſing of the Liturgy in reference to the Papuite, 
to whom they had then an eſpecial Eye, as being 
the only Party then appearing, whom they de- 
i i | © lired 
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ſed to draw into their Communion, by comin 
as near them as they well and fately could: Ag 
certainly thoſe Holy Men, who did ſeck by any 
means to draw in others, at ſuch a diſtance from 
their Principles as the Papiſts were, did never in- 
tend by what they did for that end, to exclude any 
truly tender Conſciences from their Communion. 
That which they laid as a Bait for them, was ne- 
ver intended as a Hook for thoſe of their own Pro- 
feſſion. But the ſame or greater Reaſon which 
made them ſeck ſo much at that time (before the 
Rent between the Papiſts and us was grown to 


fair Compliance to have brought the whole King- 
dom to joyn with them) I fay the ſame Reaſon 
which at that time made them yield ſo far to them 


lay aſide thoſe Things which yield matter of Of- 
{nce, to any of the ſame Pr: ſſion with then:- 


table towards thoſe of his own Profeſſion, as not 


ſevere Diſplealure againſt us, if any, tho' un- 
reaſonable Propoſals of Peace between us and the 


moi git many; and yet any fair Offers of Union 
and Accomodation among our ſelves, be fo cold- 
© Iy-embraced and entertained, 

Hew far, my Lords, it is from offers of Union 
ard Accommodation to liy new Reſtraints and 
Penaiiics on thoſe who differ from us for Con- 
ſcience Sake, to take from them what is dearer to 
them then any Thing but their Conſcience, the Di- 
rection of their Childrens Education. To the Au- 
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thority of the Biſhop of Morceſter, I ſhall ſubjoyn 


that of the Reverend Mr. Hales of Eaten, whote 
Learning, Fiety' and good Senfe gave a Sanction 


to evcry Ii hing he ſaid. He wrote a little Tract on 
Schitm, and it contains the following Reflections. 


© In thoſe Schiſms which concern Fact, nothing 


© can be a juſt Cauſe of refuſing Commumion, but 


© only to require the Execution of ſome un- 
| Izwiul 


that heigth it is now at; they being in hopes by a 


then, would now ! aye perſwaded them to alter and 


ſelves now. For ſurely none will be ſo unchari- | 
to think there is as much reaſon to yield in Com- 


pliance with them, as with the Papiſts. And | 
it Can:ct but be looked upon as a Token of God's 


Papifts, ſhould meet with ſuch Entertainment a- 


EI 
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* law or ſuſpected Act; for not only in Reaſon but 
© in Religion too, that Maxim admits of no releaſe, 
© cantiſſimi cujuſque præceptum quod dubitas, ne fece- 
© is. And after inſtanceth in the Schiſm about I- 
© mage- Worſhip, determinated by the ſecond Coun- 
© cil of Nice, in which he pronounceth the Schi- 
© matical Party to be the Synod it felf, and that on 
© theſe Grounds, Firff, Becauſe it is acknowledged 
© byall, that it is a thing not neceſſary, Sceondly, 
© It is by moſt ſuſpected. Thirdly, It is by many 
© held utterly unlawful. Can then, faith he, the 
enjoying of ſuch a Thing be oughtelfe but Abuſe? 
© Or can the refulal of Communion here, be thought 
© any other Thing than Duty? Herr, or upon the 
© like occaſion, to ſeparate, may P=radventure bring 
© perſonal Trouble or Danger (againſt which it con- 


© cerns any Honeſt Man to have Pectus præparatum ;) 


further Harm it cannot do: So that in theſe Caſes 
© you cannot be to ſeek what to think, or what you 
© haveto do. And afterwards he propounds it as a 
Remedy to prevent Schiſm, to have all Liturgies 
© and publick Forms of Service ſo framed, as that 


they admit not ot particular or private Fancie, but 


© contain only ſuch Things as all Chriſtians do agree 
© in. For couſider of all the Liturgies that are, and 
© ever have been, and remove from them whatever 
© is ſcandalous to any Party, and leave nothing but 
© whatall agree on; and the Evil ſhall be, that the 
© publick Service and Honour of God thall no way 
© {ſuffer e Whercas, to load our publick Forms, with 
© the private Fancies upon which we differ, 1s the 
© molt ſoveraign Way to perpetuate Schiſm unto the 
World's End. Prayer, Confeſſion, Thankſgiving, 
reading the Scriptures in the plaine and ſimpleſt 
Manner, were matter enough to furniſh out a ſuf- 
© ficient Liturgy, tho nothing either of private Opi- 
© pinton, or of Church Pomp, of Garments or pre- 
£ {crib'd Geſtures, of Imagery, of Muſick, of Mat- 
© ter concerning the Dead, or of many Superfluitics 
© which crecp into the Church, under the Name of 
© Order and Decency, did interpoſe it ſelf. To 
* charge Churches and Liturgies with Things un- 
© neceſſary, was the firſt B:ginning of all Superſti- 
tion; and when _—_ of Conſcience began to 

2 | * be 


ES 
be made or pretended, hen Schiſm began to break 
© in; if the Spiritual Guides and Fathers of the 
© Church, would be a little ſparing of incumbring 
Churches with Superfluitics, or not over-rigi 1, 
© either in reviving abſolute Cuſtoms, or impoſing 
© new, there would be far leſs Cauſe of Schiſni or 
© Superſtition 3 and all the Inconveniencies were 
© hkely to enſue, would be but this, they would 
© 1n ſo doing yield a little to the Imbecility of their 
© Infcriours, a thing which St. Paul would never 
© have refuſed to do: Mean while, whercſoever; falſe 
© orſuſpe<&e Opinions are made a piece oftChurchLi- 
© turgy, he that ſeparates is not the Schiſmatick; for 
© it is alike unlawful to make a Profeſſion of known 


© or ſuſpected Falſhood, as to put in Practice un- 


© lawful or ſuſpected Actions. 
The Learned and Reverend Dr. Fackſon, acquit- 


thoſe of Schiſm who withdraw from: that Church which 


impoſe Rights and Cuſtoms that Croſs the Rule of Faith 
and Charity. And Biſhop Bramhall ſays, ſpeaking 
cf Schiſm, When there is a mutnal Diviſinn of two 
Parts or Members of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt one 
from the other, yet both retaining Communion with 
the Church Univerſal, quam eunque partem amplexis 


fueris Schilmaticus non audies q uippe quod Univer- 


{a Eccleſia neutram damnavit. Which fide ſoever 
50 mw nith you ſhall not be repriach d for 4 Schiſ- 
maick, 

neither fide, He adds, That is was not the Erroneous 
Orinions of the Church of Rome, but the obiruding 
them by Lans upon other Churches that warranted 4 
Seje ation. It wou'd be too tedious and imperti- 
nent to add any thing to what theſe great Lumt- 
narus of our Church have ſaid to this purpoſe. Nor 


beca: ſe the Univerſal Church has condemned 


do their great Names give more Reputation to the 


Chriſtian Temper they profeſs, than the Weight 
aud Truth of their Arguments. It will not, how- 
ever, be amils to add the Sentiments of ſome Learned 
and Noble Laymen on this Subject, which is now in 
Debate before your Lurdſhipsand the Houſe of Peers. 


The Lord Verulam tells us, Tis a fign of Exaſperation - | 
to condemn the contrary Part as a Sect ; yea, and ſome 


radiſcreet Perſons have been hold in open Preaching, 


10 ue diſhonourable and derogatory Speeches and Cen- 


fi ure: 


— wa; PIR 


. the Churches Garment was of divers Colours; 
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ſures of the Churches Abroad. And that, continues 
he, ſo far, as that ſome of our Men (as I have heard) 
ordained in Foreign Parts have been pronounc'd no 
Laaful Miniſters. My Lord Bacon wonder'd that 
a Minitter who was ordain'd in France, Geneva or 
H. land. and con{:quently cou'd have an Epiſcopal 
O dination, ſhould not be deem'd a lawful Mini- 
ſter; Vet your Lordſhips have liv'd to hear ir 
preach'd and printed with the utmoſt confidence, 
thit not only their own Ordination 18 not valu'd, 
bur all the Exerciſe of the Miniſterial Fun&ions is in 
them of no force nor vertue. The Lord Veralam 
price:ds : Let us remember that the Antient and true 
Boun1s of Unity, are one Faith, one Baptiſm, and not 
one Ceremony, one Policy, and endeavour to comprehend 
that ſaying, Differentia Rituum commendat Unitatem 
Doctrinæ. Chriſt's Coat was indeed without fear, yet 


or muſt 
we forget the Teſtimony born by that noble and 


ne Perſon, the Lord Follland to this Divine 


ruth. He is talking of ſome Doctors, whoſe Zral 
and Heat had out run their Judgment and Duty, 


and whoſe Error is but too prevalent in theſe our 


divided and diſtracted Times. A little ſcarch will 
find them to have been the Diſtruction of Unity, under 
pretence of Uniformity;, to have brought in Superſtition 
and Scandal under Title of Reverence and Decency, to 
have flacked the ſtrictneſs of Unity, which was be- 
tween us and thoſe of our own Religion beyond the Seas. 
Soerates informs us, that in his Time there cou'd 


ſcarce be found two Churches that usd the fame 


forms of Prayers. In France the Ritnal of Paris dif- 
fad from that of Anjou, and in England we had 
our Devotions, 7 Far ao «ſum Sarum & ſecundum 
»ſum, Bangor, &c. yet the one never reproach'd the 
other as S:ctaries and Schiſmaticks. Will it there- 
fore ſeem reaſonable to Your Lordſhips to take 
from Proteſtant Diſſenters the greateſt comfort of 
Humane Life, the pleaſure that tender Parents take 


in giving their Children what they think is the 


molt Vertuous and Religious Education, and force 
them to give them up to Ignorance, and what they 
are ſo unhappy as to conceive to be Error, and that 
in ſo neceſſary a Point as their. Freſent and Eternal 


Happineſs 


C74) 

Happines or Miſery. What my Lords, is this leſs 
then Per ſecution, of which our Holy Church has 
dechir't an Abhorrence ? They mult not teach 
their Child en themſelves, nor muſt others teach 
them what they think wou'd contribute molt to 
give them a ſober and Religious Education. A per- 
ſecu: ing Spirit is as contrar e to a Chriſtian one, as 
Hell is to Heaven; And whether the ſhutting up 
ſo many Sc-iools, and turning ſo many Thouſand 

r innocent Children looſe to a Wild and Cor- 
rupted World, will not be thought Perſecution by 
all our Neighb uring Proteſtants, and even by ſo- 
ber Papi'ts. I lexvent to your Lordſhip's to judge. 

hire made uſe of no Authoritics but of ſuch 
Pertons as are reckon'd among the mo## Orthodox, 
an4 as eminent for their Zeal for the Church of Eng- 
land, as for their Learning and Merit. 1 might mul- 
tiply them dd Vfinitum, but it is needleſs, Your 
Loriſhips not only know them all already, but 
the Truth is 1o Self-evident it needs only to be 
ſhewn to carry with it Conviction, The miſchie- 
vou: Conſcquences of making Three or Four Hun- 
dred Thouſand Families uneaty and perhaps Miſe- 
rabl-, are ſo apparent and terrible that even Schiſm 
it ſelt has noching in it fo dreadful. It is very well 
known from what Quarter this Cloud that -hangs 
over the Heads of our Proteſtant Brethren the Dul- 
lenters roſe. There have been ever ſince the Refoi- 
mation, Men among us that wou'd draw us back 
nearer and nearer to the Old Way and inſenſibly 
return us to Popery: This cou'd not openly be at- 
tempted» And therefore the Oppreſſing thoſe Pro- 
teſtants who have thrown themſelves fartheſt off 
from the Ronith Liolatry, has been thaught the 
moſt eff: tual way to weaken and at laſt to deſtroy 
the Proteſtant Iutereſt, even by means which honeſt 
Papiſts have deteſted; as one may fee ſufficienty in 
a Letter written on purpoſe by Cardinal Camns, Bi- 
(hop of Grenoble to he Intendant of Dauphine, who 
had recciv'd Orders from the French King to be com- 
municated to that Prelate for raiſing a Perſecution 
in his Dioceſs. This Learn-d Biſhop was ſo far 
from obeying the repeated Orders of the Court, 


that he Publith'd his Realons againſt Perſecuiion in 
N ä general, 


much and ſo well, that it were hut, bringing a Candle to 


(15) 
general, proving the unlawfulneſs of uſing Force in 
matters of Religion. This Letter which was Printed 
in moſt of theLanguages in Europe, has doubtleſs been 
ſeen by your Lordſhips. and beſides it is too loug 
to be incerted in theie few Pages. I hope I ſhall 
be pardon'd for making uſe of this Peice of Mo- 
dern Hiſtory to prove what a Deteſtation the honeſt 
Papitts of France had of Perſecuting the Hugono:'s 
their Country Men for Conſcience Sake. Bur the 
Jeſuits, the Bigots and the Court directed by Le 
Chaiſe, were ſo exaſperated againſt the Cardinal, that 
they got an Order from the King to have him ſent 
Priſoner to the Bafille, and that Order had been 
obey*d had it not been for the Duke of Mont auſier, 
who was then Governor to the Dauphin, This Lord 
hearing of what Peril his Friend the Biſhop cfGrenoble 
was pulted from Diepe to Paris, and by the Aſcen- 
dant, bis ſingular Merit had got over the King, di- 
verted the Stroke that threaten*d him. The Cardi- 
nal wrote the Duke a Letter of Thanks for ſo obli- 
ing an Act of Friendſhip, and the Anſwer the 
Duke ſent him containing in it ſome very Remarka- 
ble Paſſages which have all ſome Relation to us, and 
the Matter in Debate, I'm fatisfy'd your Lordſhips 
will not be diſpleas'd to read it here, 
Right Reverend Father. 
2 T 1S the only injury Your Lordſhip*s Goodneſs is ca- 
pable of doing me to offer me Thanks for 1 hat ſer- 
vice I and all Aankind are oblig d to do to a Perſon of 
your Sacred Character, ſingular Learning and exemplary 
Piety. And I may per ſume to add the Friendſhip where- 
with you have been alnays pleas'd to Honour me, did ren- 
der all the Service that was in my Pomer an Iadiſpen ſable 
only. Not only ſo, but the Merit of your Cauſe did re. 
quire 4 juſt concern in me, who have the Honour io be 0 
ike ſame Opinion with yourſelf, as to the unlanfulneſs 7 
Per ſecut ion on account of Religion. I never ſlinted my ſelf 
in that freedom which ſeems to be imprinted in my Na- 
ture whenever 1 bad occaſion to tell my Mind, as to the 


preſent Method us'd againſt thoſe of the precended Re- 


form Religion. For the Religious Reaſons againſt 
theſe late new Methods of bringing them into the Church, 
Jour 7 has in your Letter to the Intendant ſaid ſo 


the 
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the Sun for me to add & thing. But my Lordy it may 
be forgiven to a Man of my Charelter lo produce ſome 
Politick Reaſons why thoſe Violent Methods ſhou'd not 
be uſed, and if I were 10 write to any but you, I wow'd 
give them at large, only in ſhirt, the King the Govern- 
ment, the People, and even thoſe of the Catholick Relivion 
will be Irreparable locſers by it; the King, will ſ:ffer in 
a mighty Decreaſe of his Revenue, the Government in 
4 loſs of a vaſt number of S#'diers, and expert Seamen, 
and the reſt of the Catholick Subiecti themſ-lves in the 
certain decay of Trade that muſt neceſſarily attend the 
Ruin of the Calviſts who underſtand it het. The Re- 
Preſentation that is made to the King of the fitneſs of the 
Thing from the Powerfulneſs of the Calviſts,, and hom 
eaſily they can turn the Scale in the Caſe of a Civil War 
had never any weight on me, For en the contrary, 1 
think it mere better Policy to per ſcribe a Third Party 
that may prove a Poize in Caſe of Diviſions happening 
upon a Minority, or ar iſing from Diſguſt of Princes of 
the Blood, and this the rather that the Calviſts have of 
late ſh:wed their Inclination to the Royal Side to its great 
Advantage, and that there is none of the Blood now of 
that Per ſwaſion. The other great inſmuation which is moſt 
reiterated by the Confeſſor,and the reſt of his Order, is the 
Preſent favourable juntture in England, and I confeſs my 
Self to be ſhort ſighted, to ſee ſo far as theſe Gentle en 
pretend to. Fer my part, I can never be brought to think 
that if ever the Duke of York were on the Throne, theſe 
their deſigns can be brought about conſider ing the Tem- 
Per of the Engliſh, and their view of the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſun in the Princeſs of Orange. And thar if theſe far- 
fetch d Politicks could tale effect, I cannot ſee what mig h- 
ty advantages ſuch a change in England would bring 
10 us, My Lord, I need not explain any thing further 
to your Loyd ſhip upon this ſubiect; only I ſhall jay, I hope 


never 10 be frighted ont of my Opinion by the great Pre- 
tentions to Zeal for the Catholick Church; theſe they 


pretend to, ſince I am as much for the Propagation of 

Religion in a warrantable way as any of them, I recom- 

mend my ſelt to your fatherly bleſſing, and I ſhall em- 

brace all occaſions to tell the World how much ! am. 
May it pleaſe your Reverend Grandeur; 

Your Reverence's molt humble Scrvant, 

Paris, December, 3. 1684. 

MHONTAUSIJER. 


3 


That this was the Senſe of all the unbigotted Pa- 
piſts of France, appears in the Hiſtory of that King- 
dom. In the laſt Aſſembly of the States, the Third 
Order or Commons were for ſecuring to the 
French Proteſtants the Enjoyment of their Native 
Rights and Privileges, as well as indulging their Con- 

ſciences. The Edits of Henry IV. Lewa XIII. and 
Lewis XIV. began with Preambles, ſetting forth the 
Juſtice of the Liberties they granted to Proteſtants , 
and they had been in Poſſeſſion of them Seventy Years 
before ſo great Difturbance was given them as to 
have any the leaſt Reſtraint put upon them in the 
Enducation of their Children. | 


Thar it has always been the Senſe of the Church of 
England nor to perſecute and oppreſs for Conſcience- 
ſake, will not be diſputed by its good and reaſonable 
Members. Thoſe who have aſſerted other Principles 
have been always a Diſhonour to her by the Corrupti- 
on of their Morals, for which they pretended to at- 
tone by the Purity of their Doctrine. This Matter is 
' ſer ina very good Light by one of her braveſt Cham- 
ions, the late Earl of Harrington, who declar'd him- 
| ſelf ready to lay down his Life in her Defence. Ir is 
in a Speech of his Lordſhip's to the Grand- Jury ar 
Cheſter, abour Twenty Years ago, which being a 
looſe Paper, and probably not in every one's Hands, I 
ſhall take the Liberty to borrow from it what is for my 


Purpoſe. 


© The next Deceit ( ſays bs Lordſhip) by which the 
* Nation was to be gulld into Popery and Slavery, 
as by fomenting Diviſions among Proteſtants, and 
© eſpecially about the Terms of Communion, making 
| © them ſo ſtrict and narrow as to exclude the greateſt 
Part of the Proteſtants in England and nine Parts in 
ten of the reſt of the World. | 


That this was not to promote God's Glory and 
the Salvation of Mens Souls, but to T3 on 
| Y | . E | 
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NEW DESIGN, is clear to me from ſeveral 
* Reaſons. 


Firſt, Becauſe the Laws againſt Diſſenters were 
ſtrerched and executed beyond their genuine and 
natural Intent or Conſtruction. Where fair Play 
is intended, ſuch Tricks are altogether needleſs ; 
bur daily Experience proves, Thar when they are 
made uſe of, ſome other Thing is defign'd than 
what is pretended. True Religion needs no ſuch 
Methods ro ſupport it, the Nature of which is Peace 
and Charity; and beſides, ſuch forced Conſtructi- 
** ons being nothing leſs than ſummum jus are abhor'd 
* by our Laws, and are look d upon as no leſs than 
* ſumma Lijuria, the higheſt Injuſtice. 
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« S:condly, The Goond Reaſon for my Opinion, is, 
„ againſt the Diſſenters, as was more plainly and di- 
rectly made for other Purpoſes, by which the Law 
it ſelf ſuffer'd Violence; and fo it became evident 
to every Man that had. a mind to fee, that ſome foul 


40 
46 


44 


* Buſineſs. 


«c 


Diligence and Care was employ'd to puniſh People 
* for Non- conformity, than to reform their Lives and 
Manners: For if a Man was openly wicked and de- 
© bauch'd, and very ſcarce, if ever, ſaw the inſide of 
*« a Church, yet if he could talk loud and ſwagger 
** bravely for the Church, and ſtorm againſt, and 
pull the Diſſenters to pieces, he was cry 'd up by all 

means for a good Son of rhe Church, an honeſt 
Man, and truly affectionate to the Government, 
while thoſe that cou d not come up to all the Cere- 


44 
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all other Reſpects were upright, and their Conver- 
ſations unblameable, yet were call'd Villains and 
Rogues, and Enemies to the Government. 


wo 


of 


I, with 


monies enjoyn'd in the Rubrick, rho? their Lives in 


* Becauſe that ſeveral Laws were put in Execution | 


Deſign, and not the Church, was the bottom of the 


A Third!y, Another Reaſon is this, Becauſe more | 


| 
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I, with all poſſible Duty and Veneration, moſt 
humbly beg of your Lordſhips ro conſider how far this 
is the Cate at preſent, and whether this is not the 


Picture and Language of the condemn'd Doctor, 


and the Men of his Principles, whether the intended 
Severity is aim'd at the good of the Souls of Men, or 
whether it is from Intereſt Malice and Revenge? And 
as your Lordſhip, out of your known Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom, cannot avoid giving ſuch a Matter its due 
Conſideration; the Diſſenters may hope for that Juſtice 
which is inſeparable from your Religion and Cha 

racters. My Lord Warrington goes on : 


© As if the Outſide and Ceremonious Part of Reli- 


gion was more to be valued than the Subſtance and 


Eſſence of it; which puts me in mind of a Paſſage 
I have merwith in a Play; it is worth your hearing, 
if I do not ſpoil it in the telling, it is in the Play 
called, Sir Courtly Nice, betwixt two Perſons, one 
is called Mr. Hor. head, a very idle profligate Fellow, 
but who yet ſets up for a very great Son of the 
Church, and cannot think with Patience of any 
thing that inclines to Moderation; the other is cal- 
led Mr. Teſti mom, as rigid and ridiculouſly Squea- 
miſh on the other Hand in his Way. Theſe two 
falling into a great Diſpute about their Opinions, 
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Hot. head, out of his great Zeal to the Church, treats 


Mr. Teft:mony with very ſcurrilous Language and 
bitter Invectives againſt him and all Diſſenters, 
as that they were the Plagues of the State, and that 
he hopd to ſee them all hang'd, and declares the 
mighty Concern he has for the Church. To which 
Teſtimony replies, Pray, good Mr. Hit. head forbear 
your indecent Language, you are rude in your Ex- 
preſſions; What need you trouble your ſelf about 
the Church, ſeeing you your ſelf never go to Church. 
To which Hot-head, in a great Fury, preſently 
makes Anſwer with a horrid Oath, What rho' I do 
not go to Church, yer I am for the Church. This, 
Gentlemen, I believe you and every Man elſe can 
4 eaſily apply. | "© 3" * Icou'd 
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I cou'd never yet meet with any Pretence in all 
** the Goſpel, that juſtifies ſuch Proceedings as I have 
mention d; bur there are ſeveral that expreſly con- 
© demns. To me ir ſeems altogether inconſiſtent 
„ with that Charity which is expected to be found in 
all thoſe that hope to enter into Heaven; only it 
* ſeems to be no leſs than teaching for Doctrine the Tra- 
'* ditions of Men and adding to God's Word, which is 
prohibited under no leſs Penalty than that of 
Damnation. 


© am far from being againſt Order and Decency 
** ro be obſery'd in the Church; yet under that Pre- 


e rity; and I cannot ſee wherefore thoſe ſhould be 
Terms of Communion, that are not Terms of Salvation; 
I was always of Opinion, that it would never go 
well with England, till every Man might worſhip 
God in his own Way ; for nothing can be more 
unrea ſonable than ro expect, that a Man ſhould 
believe otherwiſe, than according ro the Con- 
«& viction that is upon him, or that one Man's Opi- 
r nion ſhould be a Rule or Guide to another Man's 
«© Conſcience, 


It will not need any Reflection from the Premiſes, 
That it is not Chriſtian-· lke to impoſe our own Guides, 
on other Men's Conſcience. It ſurely is as much 
againſt the Precepts of Scriprure, to deprive them of 
their Civil Rights and Priviledges of Nature, in the 
Education of their Children. But neither in this, 
nor in any other Part of this Diſcourſe, do I pretend 
ro infiſt on my own Sentiments; I approach your 
Lordſhips with thoſe of ſome great Men's nor unwor- 
thy of being maturely weigh d by you; I ſhall con- 
clude, what I ſhall rake from the Earl of Maring- 
ton, with two or three more Paragraphs of his 
Spcech. - ©. And therefore I cannot but wonder at 
thoſe who take Offence at the Late Act of Indulgence, 
** which rends fo much to our Peace, by * 

Py: eas 28 the 


rence, we are not to forget the Rule of Cha- 
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& the Minds of the People, as to their Religion; 
« which has yer been the Handle to our Inteſtine 
Troubles. The Incendiaries of the State having 
ever made ule of it, as the beſt Pretence ro embroil 
„ the Nation. For my Part, 1 think, the Act of 
Indulgence was ancceffary and pious Word, and can- 


a Diſſervice to the Church, that rends to the Peace 
« of the Nation. They who do fo, I muſt Believe, 
& are not much concern'd in the Cauſe of the Church, and 
their Country, and care not what ; uppermoſt, pro- 
« vided they can but make fair Weather for them- 
« ſelves. 


«© Wherefore, Gentlemen, if any ſpeak to the Diſ- 
vantage of the Act of Indulgence, you ought to 
*+ preſent them as diſaffected to the Government, and 
« ſowers of the Seeds of Diviſion in the State. 


* Bur I deſire to be rightly underſtood ; I do not 


; <« ſay this ro diſſuade any Man from coming to 


* the Church, for I go conſtantly thither myſelf, and 
*© I wiſh every body could do it as eaſily as I do; 

and I wonder tis otherwiſe ; for I never yet heard 
* any good Rcalon for the practiſing the con- 
* ary. 


40 


Had not this Noble Peer "Fr as true a Son of 


the Church, as he profeſſes himſelf to be, I ſnould 


not have troubled your Lordſnhips with any Thing of 
his; but really what he ſays is ſo true, ſo ſincere, 
and agrees ſo well with what we have ſeen with 
our Eyes and heard with our Ears, that I could not 
forbear making Uſe of his Reflections, preferable to 
thoſe of many others, who have made more Noiſe 
in the Learned World. If the Sentiments of King 
Charles, and King James the Second; of the Parlia- 
ment, in the Reign of the former of the Prelates, 
in the Reign of King James, and the Parliament 
in that of King William, are of Weight with 
thoſe who wiſh well to our Church, either for their 
Be | Sakeg} 


not imagine why any Man ſhould think that to be 
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Sakes, or the Church's, we ſhall find that out 
Kings, our Parliaments, and our Biſhops, have 
been for further indulging the Diſſenters, rather 
than for abridging them of any of the Rights they 
now enjoy. 


King Charles the Second, in his Declarations of In- 
dulgencero render Conſciences, in 1664, and 1672, Pro- 
feſſes his Opinion to be againft laying Hardſhips on 
Diſſenters, or giving them any manner of Trouble 
for Scruple of Conſcience, and the Indulgence he 
gave them, he declar'd to be our of Principle. The 
Glorious Vores of the Two Weſtminſter Parliaments, 
after the Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot, aſſerted this 
Principle of Liberty of Conſcience, and that it was 
the Birth- right of every Britiſy Proteſtant, which 
Liberty is of two extenſive a Nature, to be confin'd 
to the Parents, and not to the Children. King James 
the Second, whoſe Judgment will doubtleſs be of 
Importance with thoſe, who are againſt the Diſſen- 
ters, chiefly for their being ſo unanimouſly againſt 
him, and his pretended Son, This King, I ſay, in 
the Speech he made to his Council, a little before 
he pur out his Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, 
told them, he had obſerv'd, © That whatever Endea- 
„ yours had been usd, in the Reign of rhe four 
Princes, his Predeceſſors, ro eſtabliſh an Unifor- 
** miry of Religion, though the Authority of Par- 
** liament had interpos'd, and Laws had been made 
* for that Purpoſe, yer all rhoſe Meaſures were uſe- 
«© leſs, and even hurtful to the Nation, as had been 
* ſo unhappily experienced, in the Reign of the King, 
his Father; that the Rigors exercis'd againſt Non- 
* conformiſts, had rather increaſed than diminiſh'd 
their Number, and that nothing could contribute fo 
% much to the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, as 
Liberty of Conſcience. That it had always been 
his Opinion, that no body ſhould be perſecuted for 
* his Religion and Conſcience ought not to be forc'd. 
* will nor look back into the Addreſſes which 
follow'd that Declaration of Liberty of Conſcience, 

as 
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as well becauſe I never laid any great Streſs on thoſe 
Things. as becauſe thoſe of the Church of England who 
made ſuch Addreſſes, were not of the beſt Character; 
bur thoſe that approv'd of the Indulgence of opening 
the Diſſenter's Meeting-Houſes, and Schools were 
ſurely ſuch, for we find rhe Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph, Biſhop of Bath and Wells, Biſhop 
of Chicheſter, Biſhop of Ely, Biſhop of Peterborough, and 
Biſhop of Briſtol, telling his Majeſty, afrer rhe open- 
ing of thoſe Schools, and Meeting-Houſes, That they 
wanted no due Tenderneſs towards Diſſenters, but were 
willing to come to ſuch a Temper as ſhould be theught fit, 


when that Master ſhould be conſider d and ſettled in Par- 


liament and Convocation. After King William had de- 
livered theſe Nations from the Deſtruction that threar- 
ned them, and the Act of Indulgence was paſt, how 
many of the Reverend Clergy fell heartily in with 


the Project of Comprehenſion to rake theſe Schiſma- 


ticks, into the Church, by humouring them in the 
Scruples that made the Schiſm. Was not my Lord 
Biſhop of London ſo zealous for the Accom- 
pliſhment of that Chriftian and Generous Deſign, 
that he ſpoke for it in the Upper-Houſe of Convo- 
cation, of which he was then Prefident in Anſwer 
to Dr. Fanes's Speech, of Nolite Leges Anglie Mutari ; 
ſaying, They ought to come to ſome Temper with the Non- 
conformiſts, in Matters that were not material to Religion, 
that they might give Entrance into the Church to a great 
Number of People; That they ſhould have ſome Indulgence 


for them, as the Biſhops had promis d the late King James 


in their Addreſs, clofing his Diſcourſe with the Words 
of Joſeph ro his Brethren, Ne tumultuarium in Concliis 
Veſtris. And 1s this the Temper, this the Indulgence 
which that great Prelate recommended? and did 
not my Lord Nottingham, whoſe Zeal for the Ser- 
vice of the Church, is as eminent as his Ability 
to carry to the Convocation his Majeſty's Letter, 
recommending that Defign, which his Lordſhip ſe- 


conded, with a long and eloquent Speech to the ſame 
Purpoſe. | 


Had 
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Had any One in thoſe happy Times offer d to as 
bridge them of any Part of their Nacural Rights and 
Liberties, What would the World have ſaid of ſuch 
an ungrateful Attempt ? Would, not thoſe Perſons 
have been look'd upon as Friends ro Popery and 
Slavery, and hating them purely for their Harred to 
Tyranny and Idolatry? 


Thar it was the Senſe of the Lords and Commons 
of England, to treat them as Brethren, and not as 
Enemies, will appear by their Addreſs to King 
William, in 1689. to return his Majeſty Thanks for 
his Protection of the Church of England, which they 
clos d with, Aſſuring his Majeſty twas their Intention 
to proceed immediately to conſider of Means to give Relief 
to Prot eſtans Diſſenters. And the King in his truly moſt 
gracious Anſwer told them. He hop'd the Relief they in- 
tended to give the Proteſtant Diſſenters would contribnte 
very much to the ſtrengthening of the Church, and for 
that Reaſon he recommended earneſtly to them, to baniſh 
all occaſion of Difference and Animoſity, The People of 
England had juſt been deliver'd from the common 
Danger of Popery and Slavery, that Danger had 
United them, and their Compaſſion for on eano- 
ther remov'd the bitterneſs of Spirit by which the 
Hot-heads for King Charles, and King James's Reign 
were animated. 


There was very early after the Revolution, a Cry 
of the Church's Danger, But who made it ? was it not 
the Jacobites, and their abetters, who are the only Ene- 
mies of our Proteſtant Church. Their Principles, 
if they have any, neceſſarily lead them ro a French 
Succeſſor, and a Frenco Government, and when they 
have ſo far blinded Eng/iſþ Proteſtants as ro make 
them either by their Folly or their Malice, to fall in 
with their Meaſures, then indeed will our poor Church 
be in the worſt of Dangers, For ſhe will have no 


Prince of Orange to deliver Her, We ſhall have been 


found ſo ungrateful ro our laſt Deliverer, we ſhall 


never be thought worth Deliverance more; Indeed 
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if it was not the common Intereſt of Europe to ſave us 
from Popiſh Pretenders, I can't think our Neighbours 


would be at a Minutes Trouble, or at a Penny Ex- 
nce about us, if ever which, God torbid, our 


groundleſs Animoſities ſhould ſo weaken us that we 


ſhould becom a Prey to our Common Enemy the 
Papiſts. 


Your Lordſhips are fully appriz'd of all the fatal 
Effects which have attended Perſecution and Oppreſ- 
fion for Conſcience lake. And enough has been ſaid on 
Schiſm, and the Duty of Charity among Proreftants. 


If we conſider'd this politically only, a Conſideration 


however roo mean for your Lordſhivp's Piery, it would 
be ſufficient ro fright every gooi Proreftant from 
contributing to the Publick Loſs aud Miſery by bring- 
ing ſo much Damage ro Trade as it muſt do, when 
the greateſt Trading Part of the Nation have no Way 
left them to breed up their Children ro Trades and 
Callings, bur by Means which whether they are, 


or are not in Error I ſhall nor diſpute, they think will 


rend ro the Peril of their Salvation, And in ſome 
degree they are nor in the wrong, for if they abandon 
their Children ro an Education which they believe 
will inſtill ſuch Principles into them as they could 
not embrace without Sin, They will ſurely fin as 
much in doing it for a 'Temporal Intereſt as iſit really 
was a Sin; And the laying ſuch a Hardſhip upon 
them, a Hardſhip not ro be met with among thoſe 
that drove many Thouſands of them to the Wilder- 
neſſes of America, by the ſevere Diſcipline of that fiery 
Prelare Biſhop Laud, cannor fail of having as bad Ef- 
fects ro Trade as had the furious Temper and Bigot- 
ry of that Arch-biſhop. 85 


It has been objected to thofe that have been for 
carrying a high Hand in Church Matters, that they 
are Enemies to Trade, becauſe Trade has been 
a Friend ro Moderation and Liberty, and therefore 
has it always been oppreſt by the Men that 
are for perſecuting the Diſſenters. This is prov d too 

plainly 
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' plainly in a little Tract called Toriſm and Trade can 


never agrec, but ſince that I have met with an 


Older Charge of this Kind on the ſame Party who for 
their want of Charity and Virtuc, are in my eſteem 
the moſt dangerous Sect among Britains. Enlargement 
of Trade, ſays One of theſe pretended Champions 
of the Church, has uſually been attended with as much 
Latitude of Conſcience and the heat of that, with as much 
coldneſs and indifferency in Religion, tis commonly ob- 
ſer d d to introduce great diverſity of Opinion, and Conſe- 


quently too little of Mens Zeal for the Reverence of an 


Unifermity in what was before eftabliſh'd. I muſt con- 
feſs the Anſwer to this norable Objection againſt Trade 


has roo much Levity in it, and therefoee could not 
with decency,on any other Occaſion be laid before your 
Lord{hips. Bur tho' there is a little too much keeneſs 
in the Wir of it, the Strength of the Reaſon, will I 
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hope make amends for it. The Auſwerer replies | 


thus. 


tains once again Excommunicated from the reſt of 
Mankind, better a Thouſand Times Mens Fortunes 


ſtain'd, its Strength ſharrer'd, rhe Exchequer ex- 
hauſted, than Uniformity in ſome little Things 


ſome Clergy men croſt, Sc. Again, And ro ſpeak 


cured by Ceremonies, and an exact Uniformity in 
them, for ir will wonderfully ſharpen Mens Wits 


Society will be maintain'd by being all of a Piece 
at home, and inſtead of Foreign Diſcoveries an 


cognira of Conſcience, Se. Again, It was ſeaſonably 
and well thouęht on ro Propound to us the Wiſdom 


men 


Therefore better the Publick were undone, Mens 
Parts and Wits made as dull as a Beetle, Foreign 
Diſcoveries left to the pragmatical Dutch, all Com- 
merce with other Worlds interrupted, and the Bri- 


to find out every Day ſome happy new Conceit. 


Inquifition will better ſearch our the Terra In- 


the Lacedemonians, who that the Laws and Govern- 
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and Hearts were broken, the Glory of the Nation 


endanger d, one Ceremony diſparag'd, the Wills of 


the Truth, all the great Ends of Trade might be ſe- 
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e ment might not be diſturb'd with Novelty, the Words 
« of the Perlon he Anſwers, did abſolutely forbid 
Trade or Ticfick, er ſo much as Travelling into other 
Countries, that the Citizens ſh:uld net barter away their 
& own Laws and Cuſtoms for theſe of other Cities. But 
then I doubt ſays te Anſwerer, their Laws were a- 
e bout the great Things that concern'd the Nation's 


„Being: I hey did not make Laws that every Man's 


Hair ſnould be of a length, and then ſwear the Peo- 
« ple to obſerve them, and forbid Trade leaſt they 
* ſhould bring in the Geneva Cur and deſtroy Perukes, 
„ Bcfides all this, they prohibited Travel as well 
© as Trade. And how to reſtrain Travel d-ferves 
* more confideration, therefore lct it be remembered, 
* that Trade and Travel are no otherwiſe Evil than 
« in thcir miſchievous Conſequence, and could we ſe- 


< perate the grand Inconveniencics from them, they 


* would not be mortal: Seeing then we Trade 
„ more into Helland, and Travel more into Italy 
* ſfimvle Travel cannot be ſo deſtructive as com- 
* pounded Trade. 


The Occaſion of conſidering this Subiect, and 
tbe Conſequence of it is fo ſolemn that ir will nor al- 
mir of Jeſting, or I might have diverred the W. rl 
with his Ludicrous manner of handling it, for 
there is nothing can be ſo monſtrous and abſurd as 
that we ſhould not encourage Trade for fear of Schiſm, 
And if it is our Wiſdom and Inrercſt to encourage 


it, ſhou'd we cripple it in the hands of thoſe who beſt 


love and underſtand ir ro truſt it to ſuch as have 
neither Affection or Ability ro ſupport ir, 


There is no free Nation in the World but has al- 
ways even for Political Ends given Encouragement 
to this Freedom of Conſcience for which we now 
contend : *Tis True, this Freedom as ro Worſhip is 
not abridg'd in Britain; the Chriſtianiry, Humanity, 
and Generofiry of the Britiſg Nation, have trium- 
ph's! over the Bigotry and Intereſt of Party, and ro uſe 
a Phraſe that has been * reflected upon, reſtor d 
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to God his Empire over Conſcience ; but whether 
that Empire will not be invaded by confining it to his 
Worſhip only, and compelling an Obedience ro the 
Injunctions of Man, iu the moſt important Point of 
Chriſtian Life, which we need not tell your Lord- 
ſnips is that of Education is very well worth the Re- 
flection of thoſe who are concern d for the Liberty of 
a Proteſtant Nation. 


It has been obſerv'd, that no People live fo happy 
as in thoſe Countries where Libetty of Conſcience is 
allow'd to thoſe who differ in Opinion from the Na- 
tional Church; and on the contrary, no Government 
is ſo uneaſy, and no People ſo unhappy as in 
thoſe Places where there is Perſecution on account of 
Religion, Of the Latter, the Kingdom of Spain and 
the other Monarchies of Europe, where the Inquiſition 
has gor Fooring, is a terrible Example. And whar 
has France acquir'd by revoking the free Exerciſe of 
a Religion different from the National one bur 
Poverty and Slavery? and to what can one aſcribe 
the growing Greatneſs of France ever fince about the 
latter End of Henny IV's Reign till of late Years bur 
to the Toleration of both Religions confirm'd by the 
Edict of Nantz? Nor is it the leaſt Cauſe of the mighty 
Figure the States of Holland make in Europe, that they 
allow no Severity upon the account of any Religion 
whatever, thoꝰ oppoſite to my which is Eftabliſh'd as 
the Relig:on ot the Country. 


The Popiſh Princes who have been eminent for 
Wiſdom and Virrue, have always follow'd the ſame 
healing and Charitable Meaſures. The laſt Elector 
Palatine, tho himſelf a ſtrong Papiſt in his Principles, 
vet he nevor wou'd let the Balance between the two 
Religions in his Territories to be unequal ; Prote- 
ſtants and Papiſts entertain d the moſt Friendly Corre- 
ſpondence with one another, imitating the Moderati- 
on of their Prince. No Terms of Reproach, no bit- 
rer Invectives were heard of on either fide; ſuch 
Prieſts as the condemn'd Doctor, or the Doctor of 
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In hitecbapel, who ſhou'd like them, have turn d their 
Doctrines of Peace into Lectures of Rage and Diſcord, 
wou d have been made ſevere Examples of his Juſtice, 
as was an Officer of his own Guards, who for inſult- 
ing the Proteſtant Meering-Houſe, tho he pretended 
himſelf had the firſt Provocation, was hangd, and no 
Interceſſion cou'd obtain his Pardon; notwithſtand- 
ing that he neither demoliſh'd the Conventicle, nor 
wounded any of the Congregation: But that Elector 
as a true Father of his People, tho himſelf was of the 
ſame Religion with the Criminal; tho Nine Parts in 
Ten of his Subjects were alſo of it, yet he wou'd not 
be prevail d upon by any Conſideration but that of 
ſtrict Juſtice, to which he gave no mean Fellow, no 
Captain of the Mob, but a Soldier, an Officer near his 
own Perſon, rather than let his Diſſenting Subjects 
complain that Right had not been done them, and 
the Man that had made an Attempt on their Meeting- 
houſe been puniſh'd. 


I doubt not but it will be objected, That there is 
no kind of Intention to break a Toleration that has been 
ſo often declar'd Inviolable, and that the forcing 
Diſſentets to ſend their Children to ſuch Church 
Schools as they can get for Them, is not at all 
like Perſecution, or breaking the Toleration. I 
dare not be ſo impertinent as to offer your Lordſhips 
Reaſons againſt theſe Objections, they will at the firſt 
View appear to your Lordſhips with all their Weak- 
neſſes and Abſurdities; and indeed, One ſhou!d con- 
ſult the Diſſenters themſelves in this Caſe, and ask 
a tender Parent, who has more Concern for the Salva- 
tion of his Child's Soul, than for the Intereſts of his 
Body, Whether he does nor think himſelf perſecuted 
when he is compell'd to abandon his Child ro the 
Tuitionof a Teacher whoſe Principles he denies, and 
whoſe Morals hedereſts, as muſt unayoidably be the 
hard Hap of manyof them, 


I can- 
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IT cannot help obſerving ro your Lordſhips, that if 


there is no other Hardſhips defign'd agaiaft the Diſ- 
ſenters, If we ſtop here, this will be very far from 
anſwering rhe ſevere and uncharitable Ends of the 
Promoters of ir. Twill indeed deprive fond Fatkers 
and Mothers, of the Pleaſure of ſeeing their Children 
bred up near them, and of being ſometimes viſited 
by them. But then ir will ſave them the Expence of 
a Seminary Education, much dearer than that of 
Aberdeen or Leyden, wherher good Husbandry has 
ſent ſuch as could nor well bear the Charge of an 
expenſive School at Home. And one need not be 
bleſt with a Gift of Prophecy, ro foretel that, unleſs 
they are hinder'd from ſending their Children abroad, 
as well as breeding them ar Home, according to their 
Conſciences, there will not be a Diſſenting Student 
the leſs for this Law ro prevent it Oppreſhon. and 
they will doubrleſs give that hard Name to ſuch 
Uſage, never yet made a ſincere Convert, and a 
Convert that is not fincere, never did the Church or 
Himſelf any Good. If this Sort of Breeding, which is 
to finiſh the grown Youth for the World, is not to 
be hinder'd, bur by making it as dangerous ro export 
Difſenters, as ro ſend Bullion Abroad, Though a 
Perſon that is Noble by good Luck, was pleas'd to 
wear we ſhould cramp em now, in a Place where Oaths 
are ſIdom given or taken, yer 'tis certainly bur a 

r Triumph to monopolize the Uſe of Hornbooks 
ard Ptalters, for the Benefit of Orthodox School- 
M:iucfſes, If Children are not to learn the 
Aſſemblies Catechiſm, we ſhall be under a Neceſſity 
of making a new one, or forcing them alſo to be 
Re- baptized. and ger Godfathers and Godmothers, 


elſe how will they be able ro make the Reſponſes 


which are in that Cafe requir'd. I cannot help quit- 
ting a little the ſerious Air which ſuch a Treatiſe re- 
quires; there is ſomething ſo merry and mean, as 
well as uncharitable and unkind, in this Attempt. 
Dryden, in his Hind and Panther, where he inſolently 


ſays of our Church. . 


To 
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To Foreign Lands no Sound of her is come, : 
Is oblig*d by the Strength and Light of Reaſen to ac- 
Of all the Hrannies en human Kind, ( knowledge ; 
The worſt is that which perſecutes the Mind. 


And he tells us in his Preface, That the Doctrine of 
Perſecution is far from being an Article of the Catholick 
Faith, Conſcience is the Royalty and Prerogative of every 
private Man. Though we have by terrible Experi- 
ence ſeen, that the Dectrine of Perſecution is the firſt 
Article of the Catholick Faith, yer we fee alſo, they 
are themſelves aſnam'd of it, and deny it as often 
as it is not their Intereſt to aſſert it. And Proteſtants 
whoſe Faith and Doctrine are guided by the Rule 
of Scripture, ought much more ro be aſham'd 
of Practiſes that are deny'd even by the very 
Papiſts. | 


As we are a Free Nation, and govern'd only by 
Laws, and as the Diſſenters are Chriſtians as well as 
thoſe of the Eftabliſh'd Religion, how can we deprive 
them of any Part of thar Freedom. which is their 
Birth-righr, and yer think that there is no 


| Breaches made on Liberty, which as Matchiavel 


ſays, Conſiſts in the Enjoyment of Property in ſecu- 
rity of a Man's Eſtate, and to fear nothing for his 
Wife and Children, Is it poſſible for a Diſſenter 
ro fear nothing for his Children when he 1s oblig'd 
ro give them up to the Education of thoſe whom 
he believes will breed them up in Error. It has 
been the Policy of the Church of Rome to take 
eſpecial care to have their Children bred up in Romiſh 
Ignorance, that by blinding their Judgment, they 


may blind alſo their Obedience as Puffendorf obſerves. 


In theſe Schools which are under the Popiſh Clergy, the 
Principles of true Policy are either neglected or at leaſt ſo 


disfigur'd that they may not be hurtful to the Authority of © 
the Pope, but rather ſerve to ſupport it I do not pre- 
tend to ſo much Penetration as to look into the Hearts 
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I cannot help obſerving to your Lordſhips, that if 
there is no other Hardſhips defign'd agalaſt the Diſ- 
ſenrers, If we ſtop here, this will be very far from 
anſwering rhe ſevere ard unchari:able Ends of the 
Promoters of ir. Twill indced deprive fond Fatkers 
and Mothers, of the Pleaſure of ſceing their Children 
bred up near them, and of being ſometimes vitited 
by them. But then it will ſave them the Expence of 
a Seminary Education, much dearer than that of 
Aberdeen or Leyden, whether good Husbandry has 
ſent ſuch as could nor well bear the Charge of an 
expenſive Schcol at Home. And one need not be 
bleſt with a Gift of Prophecy, to foretel that, unleſs 
they are hinder'd ſrom ſending their Children abroad, 
as well as breeding them at Home, according to their 
Conſciences, there will not be a Diſſenting Student 
the leſs for this Law to prevent it Oppreſhon. and 
they will doubrlels give that hard Name to ſuch 
Uſage, never yet made a finccre Convert, and a 
Convert that is not fincere, never did the Church or 
Himſelf any Good. If rhis Sort of Breeding, which is 
to finiſh the grown Youth for the World, is not to 
be hinder d, but by making it as dangerous to export 
Diſſenters, as to ſend Bullion Abroad, Though a 
Perſon that is Noble by good Luck, was pleas d to 
wear we ſhould cramp em now, in a Place where Oaths 
are ſldom given or taken, yer 'tis certainly bur a 
poor Triumph to monopolize the Uſe of Hornbooks 
ard Ptalters, for the Benefit of Orthodox School- 
Mitieſſts. If Children are not to learn the 


Aſſemblies Catechiſm, we ſhall be under a Neceſſity 


of making a new one, or forcing them alſo to be 
Re-baprizcd, and ger Godfathers and Godmothers, 
elſe how will they be able ro make the Reſponſes 
which are in that Cafe requir'd. I cannot help quit- 
ting a little rhe ſerious Air which ſuch a Treatiſe re- 
quires ; there is ſomething ſo merry and mean, as 
well as uncharitable and unkind, in this Artempr. 
Dryden, in his Hind and Panther, where hc inſolently 


ſays of our Church. 


T9 


C323 


To Foreign Lands no Sound of her is ceme, . 
Is oblig d by the Strength and Light of Reaſen to ac- 
Of «ll the Tyrannies en human Kind, ( knowledge ; 
The wurſt is that which perſecutes the Mind. 


And he tells us in his Preface, That the Doctrine of 
Perſecution is far f:om being an Articie of the Cathelick, 
Faith, Conſcience is the Ryyaity and Prerogative of every 
private Man. Though we have by terrible Experi- 
ence ſeen, that the Dectrine of Perſecution is the firſt 
Article of the Catholick Faith, yer we ſee allo, they 
are themſelves aſham'd of it, and deny it as often 
as it is not their Intercſt to aſſert it. And Proteſtants 
whoſe Faith and Doctrine are guided by the Rule 
of Scripture, ought much more ro be aſham'd 
of Practiſes that are deny'd even by the very 
Papitts. - | 


As we are a Free Nation, and govern'd only by 
Laws, and as the Diſſenters are Chriſtians as well as 
thoſe of the Efſtabliſh'd Religion, how can we deprive 
them of any Part of thar Freedom which is their 
Birth-righr, and yer think that there is no 
Breaches made on Liberty, which as Matchiavel 
lays, Conſiſts in the Enjoyment of Property in ſecu- 
rity of A Man's Eſtate, and to fear nothing for his 
Wife and Children, Is it poſſible for a Diſſenter 
ro fear nothing for his Children when he is oblig'd 
ro give them up to the Education of thoſe whom 
he believes will breed them up in Error. It has 
been the Policy of the Church of Rome to take 
eſpecial care ro have their Children bred up in Romiſh 
Ignorance, that by blinding their Judgment, they 
may blind alſo their Obedience as Puffendorf obſerves. 
In theſe Schools which are under the Popiſh Clergy, the 
Principles of true Policy are either neglected or at leaſt ſo 
disfigur'd that they may not be hurtful to the Authority of © 
the Pope, but rather ſerve to ſupport it T do not pre- 
tend ro ſo much Penetration as to look into the Hearts 
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of the Promoters of this new Attempt againſt the Diſ- 
ſenters, or to determine whether they have not a View 
quite different from What is given our in engroſſin 

the Education of all the Children in England. But 
it is obvious enough how far luch a Monopoly may 
ſerve to ſupport Authority which as yet our Con- 
ſtitution rejects, and be a Means for thoſe who are 
Lovers of that which is without Limits to obtain 
their Ends. Thus this Affair has no Face but what 
is new and diſa ble to a Proteſtant, and an 


Engliſo Man, and conſequently will be thought an 
Innovation very inconſiſtent with the Liberty for 


which we have been diſſ uting with our Arms and 
our Purſes theſe Five and Twenty Years. 


I have wonder'd at the extream Ignorance of the 
Generality of Churchmen, concerning the indifferen 
of the Matter in diſpute between them and the Di/- 
ſenters. This Ignorance has been ſo far improv'd by 
ill defigning Men, that they are look d upon as Infi- 
dels. I have heard it often objected by Men of nor 
the mcaneſt Figures, that ſuch a one was not a Prote- 
ſtant, he was a Presbyterian. and this is as Common as 
the Notion that all 7/higs are Phanaticks, and that 
even ſome of your Lordſhips who have diſtinguiſn'd 
yourſelves as much by your Zeal and Service to the 
Church, as the moſt zealous and renown'd of your Pre- 
deceſſors are Presbyterians, becauſe you are nor Peiſecu- 
tors, This Miſtake which borders very near on ftupi- 
dity is not unlike that in which the Papiſt Prieſts 
breed their People abroad, by whom we are look'd 
upon as Barbarians and Infidels. When King James 
declar'd himſelf fo openly in Favour of Popery, the 
News was receiv'd with wonderful joy at Rome, and 
Miſſon tells us that a Roman Gentleman told him in 
a ſort of Extaſy, That the King of England was turn d 
Chriſtian. This Ignorance of the Doctrine of the Diſ- 
ſenrers not only prevails among the Vulgar ſort, 


the great have given into ir, and taken up a Belief, 
upon Truft, that they are ſome of the very worſt of 
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maticks, and I wou'd rather be a Papiſt, than a Pre;by- 
terian, is an Expreſſion that has Crop'd from the 
Mourhs of more Clergy men than the Doctor and bis 
Brother of Ireland. Your Lordſhips are fully 1n- 
form'd of the Grounds and Principles ot Tender 
Conſciences, and that it has been the Impoting of 
ſome Things ſince the Reformation, which probably 
was not defign'd to be continu'd fer Ever by the 
firſt Rformers, For tho the D:ſſenters are charg'd 
with Novelcy by ſome illiterate, unthinking Peo- 
ple, ir is well known ro Perſons of the mcft mode- 
rate Knowledge in Chureh-Hiſtory, that their Scru- 
ples are as old as the Reformationz and conſe— 
quently, as old as the Retorm'd Church of £Zyg- 
land; and that Endeavours have been us'd at {cveral 
Times to eaſe them of them, which perhaps had nor 
been fo unſucceſsful, if the Reatons that had fru- 
ſtrared the good Effect of the Savoy Conference, had nor 
always hinder'd it; which have more regard to the 


Intereſt of Particulars, than to the Peace of the Pub- 
lick. 


When ſome Time after, the great Sticklers fer 
Uniformity brought a Bill into Parliament for a Teilt, 
that the Takers of it ſnould never conſent to any Al- 
terations in Church-Matters. Our of Comp laiſancy to 
Diſſenters, there happend a very long and warm Con- 
reſt. For tho' thoſe may be with much more Reaſon 
call'd the worſt of Times, when we were Penſianers 

to France than afterwards when we were her Conquer- 
ors, yet then there was ſuch a ſtruggle in Favour ot 
Moderation and Charity, that the Bill came to 
nothing. It may not have happen'd in every one's 
Way to have met with that Debate which however is 
not a very great Secret. I ſhall therefore touch upon a 
Paſſage or two in it, and the rather becauſe there is 
<=: that has ſome Relation co the preſent 

oint. 


A Noble Lord nrg'd, That it is 4 far different Thing 
20 believe, or to be fully perſaaded of tb. Truth of the 
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of the Promoters of this new Attempt againſt the Di/ 
ſenters, or to determine whether they hade not a View 
quite different from What is given out in engroſſing 
the Education of all the Children in England. Bur 
it 1s obvious enough how far luch a Monopoly may 
'ſerve to ſupport Authority which as yet our Con- 
ſtitution rejects, and be a Means for thoſe who are 
Lovers of that which is without Limits to obtain 
their Ends. Thus this Affair has no Face but what 
is new and diſagreeable to a Proteſtant, and an 
Engliſh Mun, and conſequently will be thought an 
Innovation very inconſiſtent with the Liberty for 
which we have been dif uting with our Arms and 
our Purſes theſe Five and Twenty Vears. 


I have wonder'd at the extream Ignorance of the 
Generality of Churchmen, concerning the indifferency 
of the Matter in diſpute between them and the Diſ- 
ſenters. This Ignorance has been ſo far improv'd by 
ill deſigning Men, that they are look d upon as Infi- 


dels. I have heard it often objected by Men of not 


the mcaneſt Figures, that ſuch a one was not a Prote- 
ſtant, he was a Presbyterian. and this is as Common as 
the Notion that all Whigs are Phanaticks, and that 
even ſome of your Lordſhips who have diſtinguiſn'd 
yourſelves as much by your Zeal and Service to the 
Church, as the moſt zealous and renown'd of your Pre- 
deceſſors are Presbyterians, becauſe you are not Peiſecu- 
tors, This Miſtake which borders very near on ſtupi- 
dity is not unlike that in which the Papiſt Prieſts 
breed their People abroad, by whom we are look'd 
upon as Barbarians and Infidels. When King James 
declar'd himſelf ſo openly in Favour of Popery, the 
News was receiv'd with wonderful joy at Rome, and 
Miſſon tells us that a Roman Gentleman told him in 
a ſort of Extaſy, That the King of England was turn d 
Chriſtian. This Ignorance of the Doctrine of the Diſ- 
ſenters not only prevails among the Vulgar ſort, 
the great have given into ir, and taken up a Belief, 


upon Truſt, that they are ſome of the very worſt of 
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maticks, and I wen d rather be a Papiſh, than a Pre:by. 
terian, is an Expreiſion that has drop'd from the 
Mouths of more Clergy men than the Doctor and bis 
Brother of Ireland. Your Lordſhips are fully 16- 
form'd of the Grounds and Principles ct Tender 
Conſciences, and that it has been the Impoting of 
ſome Things ſince the Rfu mation, Which probably 
was not deſignd to be continu'd fer Ever by the 
firſt Rformers, For tho the Diſſenters are charg'd 
with Novelcy by ſome illiterate, unthinking Peo— 
ple, ir is well known ro Perſons of the mck mode- 
rate Knowledge in Church- Hittory, that their Scru- 
ples are as old as the Ryfu-mmatirng and conte- 
quently, as old as the Retorm'd Church of E,g- 
land; and that Endeavours have been us'd at ſcveral 
Times to eaſe them of them, which perhaps had not 
been fo unſucceſsful, if the Realons that bad fru- 
ſtrated the good Effect of the Szvoy Confeccuce, had nor 
always hinder'd it; which have more regard to the 
Intereſt of Particulars, than to the Peace of the Pub- 
lick. 


When ſome Time after, the great Sticklers fer 
Uniformity brought a Bill into Parliame at for a Leit, 
that the Takers of it ſnould never conſent to any Al- 
terations in Church-Matters. Our of Cem laiſancy co 
Diſſenters, there happend a very long and warm Con— 
teſt. For tho' thoſe may be with much more Reaſon 
call'd the worſt of Times, when we were Penſianers 
to France than afterwards when we were her Concuer- 
ors, yet then there was ſuch a ſtruggle in Favour ot 
Moderation and Charity, that the Bill came to 
nothing. Ir may nor have happen'd in every one's 
Way to have met with that Debate which however is 
not a very great Secret. I ſhall therefore rouch upon a 
Paſſage or two in it, and the rather becauſe there is 
ſomerhing that has ſome Relation ro te freſcg: 


Point. 


A Noble Lord nrg'd, That it is 4 far dient Thing 
eo believe, or to be fully perſuaded of the TA. of the 
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Doctrine of our Church, and to ſwear never to Endeavour 
to alter; which laſt muſt be utterly unlawful, unleſs 
infallability was placed in the Church, or a Man's ſelf, be 
being otherwiſe oblig d to alter, whenever a clearer or bet- 
ter Light comes to him; and his Lordſhip defir'd Leave 
to ask, Where are the Foundaries, or where ſhall we find 
what is meant by the Proteſtant Religion? For it ſeems 
that general Term had been given ro our Church, 
as has been before hinted. To this Noble Lord, the 
Lord Keeper reply'd very clegantly defiring that it 
mizht not be told in Gath, nor publiſh'd in the Streets of 
Aſcalon, That a Lord of fo great Parts and Experience, 
ſhould not know what x meant by the Proteſtant Religion. 
Thus your Lordſhips well obſerve, that the Diſſen- 
ters, the reform'd Churches of Fance, Geneva, Swiſſer- 
land, and Holland, of Germany, and the Kingdoms 
of the North, are not within our Proteſtant Pale. For 
with all due Reſpect to their Sacred Character be ir 
ſpoken, the then Biſhop of Fincheſter, and ſeveral | 
other Prelates, Inſtructed his Lordſhip, that the Pro- 
teſtant Religion was comprehended in Thirty-nine Ar- 
ticles, the Liturgy, the Catechiſm, the Homilies, and 
the Canons. That the Church ot England profeſſes the 
Proteſtant Religion is a Truth, which has been known 
to all Europe above theſe Hundred and Fifty Years. 
Bur that the Proteſtants of France, &c. did the ſame 
without thoſe Articles, that Liturgy, Catechiſm, Ho- 
milies and Canons, is as well known to all Chriſten- 
dom. And our Diſſenters agree with the greateſt 
Part of Foreign Proteſtants, in Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline, and with the Church of England Proteſtants | 
in every Thing Eſſential ro the Proteſtant Religion, as 
has been obſerv'd already. The Earl of Shaftsbury, | 
upon Occaſion of this Debate, made the following 
Speech, which as I do nor approve in the whole, ſo 
neither can I condemn, and ſhall leave it to better 
Judgments to determine, whither it has any Weight 
in it, or not. 


« His Lordſhip beg'd ſo much Charity of the Re- 


8 YET end Fathers; AS LO believe he knew the Prore- 
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ſtant Religion ſo well, and was ſo confirmd in it, 
that he hop'd he ſhould burn for the Witneſs of it, 
if Providence ſhould call him ro it. But he might 
perhaps think ſome Things not neceſſary, that they 
accounted Efſ-ntial ; nay, he might think ſome 
Things not Truth, or agreeable ro Scriprure, thar 
they might call Doctrines of the Church. Beſides, 
then he was to ſwear never to endeavour to alter 
it, was certainly neceſſary ro know how far the 
juit Extent of this Oath was. Bur ſince they had 
told him the Proteſtant Religion was in thoſe Five 
Tracts, he had ſtill to ask, Whether they meant 
thoſe whole Tracts were the Proteſtant Religion, or 
only that the Proteſtant Religion was contained in 
all thoſe, but that every Part of thoſe was not the 
Proteſtant Religion ? If they meant the former of 
thoſe, then he was extreamly in the dark, to find 
the Doctrine of Predeſtination, in rhe 17th 
and 18ch Articles, ro be own d by ſo few great 
Doctors of the Church, and to find the 15th Arti- 
cle to define the Church directly, as the Indepen- 
dants do. Beſides, the 20th Article ſtaring the 
Authority of the Church, is very dark, and either 
contradicts itſelf, or ſays nothing, or what is con- 
trary to the known Laws of the Land; bcfides, ſe- 
veral other Things in the Thirry-nine Articles, have 
been preached and wrir againſt, by Men of great 
Favour, Power and Preferment in the Church. 
He humbly conceivd the Liturgy was not fo 
Sacred, being made by Men the other Day, and 
thoupht to be more differing from the Diſſen- 
ting Proteſtants, and leſs eaſy to be comply'd 
with, upon the Advantage of a Pretence, well 
known unto us all of making Alterations as might 
the better unite us, inſtead whereof there is ſcarce 
one Alteration but widens the Breach, and no Or- 
dination allow'd by it here, as it now ſtands laſt re- 
form'd by the Ad of Uniformity, but what is Epiſco- 
pal; inſomuch that a Popiſh Prieſt is capable, when 
converted, of any Church Preferment, without Re- 
ordination; but no Proteſtant Miniſter not Epiſco- 
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Dettrine f cur Church, and to ſwear never to Endeavour 
to alter; which laſt muſt be utterly unlawful, unleſs 
infallability was placed in the Church, or a Man's ſeif, he 
bein? otherwiſe obliz'd to alter, whenever a clearer or bet- 
ter Light comes to him; and his Lordſhip deſir'd Leave 
to ask, Where are the Foundaries, or where ſhall we find 
what is meant by the Prereſtant Religion? For it ſeems 
that general Term had been given ro our Church, 
as has been before hinted. To this Noble Lord, the 
Lord Keeper reply'd very clegantly defiring that it 
miglit not be told in Gath, nor publiſh'd in the Streets of 
Aſcalon, That a Lerd of ſ% great Parts and Experience, 
ſhould not know what is meant by the Proteſtant Religion. 
Thus your Lordihips well obſerve, that the Diſſen- 
ters, the reform'd Churches of France, Geneva, Swiſſer- 
land, and Holland, of Germany, and the Kingdoms 
of the North, are not within our Proteſtant Pale. For 
with all due Reſpect to their Sacred Character be ir 
ſpoken, the then Biſhop of V incheſter, and ſeveral 
other Prelaies, Inftracted his Lordſhip, that the Pro- 
teſtant Religion was comprehended in Thirty-nine Ar- 
ticles, the Liturgy, the Catechiſm, the Homilies, and 
the Canons. That the Church ot England profeſſes the 
Proteſtant Religion is a Truth, which has been known 
to all Europe above theſe Hundred and Fifty Years. 
But that the Proteſtants of Fance, &c. did the ſame 
without thoſe Articles, that Liturgy, Catechiſm, Ho- 
milies and Canons, is as well known to all Chriſten- 
dom. And our Diſſenters agree with the greateſt 
Part of Foreign Proteſtants, in Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline, and with the Church of England Proteſtants 
in every Thing Eſſential to the Proteſtant Religion, as 
has been obſerv'd already. The Earl of Shaftsbury, 
upon Occaſion of this Debate, made the following 
Speech, which as I do nor approve in the whole, ſo 
neither can I condemn, and ſhall leave 1t ro berrer 
{ſudgments to determine, whither it has any Weight 
in it, or not. 


His Lordſhip beg'd fo much Charity of the Re- 
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ſtant Religion ſo well, and was ſo confirm d in it, 


that he hop'd he ſhould burn for the Witneſs of it, 
if Providence ſhould call him to it. But he might 
perhaps think ſome Things not neceſſary, that they 
accounted Efſ-ntia! ; nay, he might think ſome 
Things not Truth, or agreeable ro Scripture, that 
they might call Doctrines of the Church. Beſides, 
then he \ was to ſwear never to endeavour to alter 
it, was certainly neceſſary ro know how far the 
juit Extent of this Oath was. But ſince they had 
told him the Proteſtant Religion was in thoſe Five 
Tacts, he had ſtill to ask, Whether they meant 
thoſe whole Tracts were the Proteſtant Religion, or 
only that the Proteſtant Religion was contained in 
all thoſe, but that every Part of thoſe was nor the 
Proteſtant Religion ? If they meant the former of 
thoſe, then he was extreanily in the dark, to find 
the Doctrine of Predeſtmation, in the 17th 
and 18ch Articles, to be own d by ſo few great 
Doctors of the Church, and to find the igth Arti- 
cle ro define the Church directly, as the Indepen- 
dants do. Beſides, the 20th Article ſtaring the 
Authority of the Church, is very dark, and either 
contradicts itſelf, or ſays nothing. or what is con- 
trary to the known Laws of the Land; bcfides, ſe- 
veral other Things in rhe Thirty-nine Articles, have 
been preached and wrir againſt, by Men of great 
Favour, Power and Preferment in the Church. 
He humbly conceivd the Liturzy was not fo 
Sacred, being made by Men the other Day, and 
chought to be more differing from the Diſſen- 
ting Proteſtants, and leſs eaſy ro be comply'd 
with, upon the Advantage of a Pretence, well 
known unto us all of making Alrerations as mighr 
the better unice us, inſtead whereof there is ſcarce 
one Alrerarion bar wideas the Breach, and no Or- 
dination allow 'd by it here, as it now ſtands laſt re- 
form by the Ad of Uniformity, but what is Epiſco- 
pal ; 588 ach char a Popiſh Prieſt is capable, when 
converted, of any Church Prefermenr, without Re- 
ordination ; ; but ao Proteſtant Miniſter nor Epiſco- 
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pally Ordain'd, bur 1s required to be Re-ordaind, 

as much as in us lies Vnchurching all the Foreign Pro- 
teſtants that have no Biſhops, tho' the Contra- 
ry was both allow'd and practis'd from the be- 
ginning of the Reformation, till the Time of that 
Act, and ſeveral Bithops made of ſuch as were 
never orcaind Prieſts b Biſhops. Moreover, the 
Ducharitablencſe of it was ſo much againſt the Inte- 
reſt of the Crown and Church cf England, caſting of 
the Dependency of the whole Proteſtant Party a- 
broad, that it wou d have been bought by the Pope 
and F ench K ng at a vaſt Sum of Money, and it is 
difficult ro conceive ſo great an Advantage fell to 
them meerly by Chance, and without their Help; 
ſo that he thought to endeav ur to alter and reſtore 
the Liturgy to Whar it was in Queen Elizabeth's 


Days, might conſiſt with his being a very good 
Proteſtant. 


As to the C-r2-hiſm, he really thought it might 
be menaed, and durſt declare ro them, it was not 
well that there was not a better made. 
“ Fer tac Homilies ie thought there might be a bet- 
ter Book made, and the Third Homily of Repairing 
* and keeping cican of Churches, be omitted. 


ic 


This. my Lords, was ſaid by that noble Member 
of yorr meſt auguſt Aiitmbly, who always went by 
the Name of the Preteſtant Peer ; this he ſays of the 
Aft of Uriformity, recit ded in the Preamble ro this Bill, 
and of the Cam which is eajoyn'd to be us d in: 
Read ofthat now in Ui arons the Diſſenters, tho' ĩt 
contains nothing in it but what is perfectly agreeable 
to the Doctrinal ui and H milies of the Church of 
England, and meddles not with Church- Government 


and Diſcipline. The ſame noble Earl concluded his 


Speech thus: 


* What is vet ſtrar ger than all this, the Canons of 
* cur Church are $i; ett ytac Old Poprſh Canens which 
Ri are 


CI -- 


© are ſtill in Force, and no other, as will appear if 
yon turn to the Stat. 25. Hen, VIII. Cap. 19, Con- 
tirmed and reviv'd by 1 Eiizz. where all thoſe 
* Cancns are eſtabliſn'd, until an Alteration ſhould be 
made by the King in purſuance of that Act; which 
Thing was attempted by Edward VI. but nor per- 
fected, and let alone ever ſince, for what Reaſons 
© the Lords the Biſhops could beſt tell; and it was 
very hard to be obligd by Oath not to endeavour 
to alter either the Engliſh Common Prayer- Book, or 
the Canon of the Maſs : But if they meant the Lat- 
* rer, That the Proteſtant Religion ; contain'd in all thoſe, 
ut the Theory Part of thoſe is not the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, then he apprehended ir might be in the Biſhops 
Power to declare, ex poſt Facto, what is the Pro- 
teſtant Religion or not, or elſe they muſt leave it to 
every Man to judge for himſelf what Part of thoſe 


Books are, or are not, Go. 


Since this is the Caſe, and it is the Unhappineſs of 
the Diſſenters to differ from the Church for Scruples 
about Things that are not of the Eſſentials of Religi- 
on, how worthy is it of your Lordſhips exemplary 


Piety and Moderation, rather ro make them eaſy un- 


der former Butthens, than to add new and greater 


than they have ever yer born. 


What can one ſay of that Part of the Bill by which 


they are to be ſubjected ro the Will and Pleaſure of 


a few Fuſtices of the Peace, a Tribunal, that for my 
Parr J would have nothing that I cou'd help be deter- 
min d by, Bur Reit: Larcenies, &c. 


The Vexation the Perſecuted Diſſenters mer 
witch from them, in the Times of Perſecurion under 
King Charles, and King Fames is yet freſh in the Me- 
mories of Thouſands, who cannot without rhe moſt 
afflicting Apprehenſions fear a like Miſery; How well 
they are diiposd to harraſs them appears too plain- 
iy on all Occafions, and when this Diſpoſition ts 
ſpirited by new Laws and Powers; when it is plea- 
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pally Ordain'd, but is required to be Re- ordain d, 
as much as in us lies Vnchurch ing all the Foreign Pro- 
teſtants that have no Biſhops, tho' the Contra. 
ry was both allow'd and practis'd from the be- 
ginning of the Reformaticn, till the Time of that 
Act, and ſcveral Bithops made of ſuch as were 
never ordain'd Prieſes by Bh. Morcover, the 
Uncvariteblexcſ: of it Was lo much againſt the Inte- 
reit of the Crows an. i Church of England, caſting of 
the Dependency of rhe whole Proteſtant Party a- 
broad, that | it woud have been bought by the Pope 
and F enc! Ring at a vaſt Sum of Money, and it is 
difficult to conceive ſo great an Advantage fell to 
them mecriy by Chance, and withcur their Help; 
* fo that he thovghr to endeav ur to alter and reſtore 
the Liturgy to What it was in Qu en Elizabeth's 


Dns, might conſiſt with his being a very good 
Proteſtant. 


* As to the Cete hin, he really thought it might 

be ended, and durſt declare to them, it was nor 
well that there was not a better made. 
#* For tue Fomiltes ne thought there might be a bet- 
ter Book made, and the Third Hemih of Repairing 
An REOPEN - Cican of Cur: PCs, be omitted. 


This, my Lords, was ſaid by that noble Member 
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contains nothing in it but chat is perfectly agrceab! e 
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* are till in Force, and no other, as will appear if 
yon turn to the Stat. 25. Hen, VIII. Cap. 19. Con- 
hirmed and reviv'd by 1 Eizz. where all thoſe 
* Caicns are eſtabliſn'd, until an Alrerarion ſhould be 
made by the King in purſuance of that Act; which 
Thing was attempted by Edward VI. bur nor per- 
fected, and let alone ever ſince, for what Reaſons 
the Lords the Biſhops could beſt tell; and it was 
very hard to be obligd by Oath not to endeavour 
to alter either rhe Engliſh Common-Prayer-Book, or 
the Canon of the Maſs : But if they meant the Lat- 
ter, That the Proteſtant Religion n; contain'd in all thoſe, 
but the Theory Part of thoſe is not the Proteſtant Religi« 
on, then he apprehended ir might be in the Biſhops 
Power to declare, ex peſt Facto, what is the Pro- 
teſtant Religion or not, or elſe they muſt leave it to 
every Man to judge for himſelf what Part of thoſe 
** Books are, or are not, Oc, 


Since this is the Caſe, and it is the Unhappineſs of 
the Diffenters to differ from the Church for Scruples 
about Things that are not of the Eſſentials of Religi- 
on, how worthy is it of your Lordſhips exemplary 


Piety and Moderation, rather to make them eaſy un- 


der former Butthens, than to add new and greater 
than they have ever yet born. 


What can one ſay of that Part of the Bill by which 
they are to be ſubjected to the Will and Pleaſute of 
a ſew Fuſtices of the Peace, a Tribunal, that for my 
Parr I would have nothing that I cou'd help be deter- 
min'd by, Bur Roits Larcenies, &c. 


The .Vexation the Perſecured Diſſenters mer 
with from them, in the Times of Perſecurion under 
King Charles, and King Fames is yet freſh in the Me- 
mories of Thouſands, who cannot without the moſt 
afflicting Apprehenſions fear a like Miſery; How well 
they are diiposd to harraſs them appears too plain- 
iy on alt Occaſions, and when this Diſpoſition ts 
ſpirited by new Laws and Powers; when it is plea- 
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fing to that giddy Outragious Multitude, who have 
not yet recover d chemſelves out of the Madding Fir 
of 1710. Whar may the cruel Effects be to the Di. 


=_ nn and ;ufferiug for Conſciente ſake, 


too it may be by the Sentence of Men that have 
none, a+ +: worth the Conhideration of Perions of 


your Loriun,s cConunmace Wildon, and eminent 


Virtue, and Chriſtian Charicy 


I have already beſtow'd ſome Hours in conſidering 
this Matter in R-marks op a Mercenary Libellers Lee- 
ter ti the D-ſJenters, Which he, himſelf a Diſſenter, has 
now Republiſh d to animate People againſt their Pro- 
teſtant N. iglibours of a differing Communion. As it 
was not in chat Hircling's Power to clear himſelf of 
the Sophiftey, I, pocriſy and Falſhoods with which he 
is there charg'd, he has warily avoided entering far- 
ther into the Co: atroverſy manag'd by him with the 
baſeſt of Views ro gain the Favour of a Party at the Ex- 
pence of the Deſtruction of his owa, at leaſt, as he 
Rilf rrofeſſos himſelf. H's Merit and Chagacter are 
now fo well known, that tis fuffictent to ruin the 
Credit of any Work to ſay it is his, and ſince he can 
no longer be ſerviceable to the Enemies of our Coun- 
try and Religion, one cannot do better for the future 
than reſtore him to his original Obſcurity, and leave 
bim to the C0: atempt, which is the ſure Reward of 
ſuch Baſencſs and Ingratitude. 


I have confin'd myſelf to the We of the moſt 
Orthodox and Carholick, that they might be the 
more worrky to be laid before your Lordſhips. and ſhall 
trouble you with nothing more but the honeſt, plain, 
and ſenſible Repreſentation of rhe Quakers, which 1s 
the beſt of that Kind that has yet appear'd. 


I.“ The Church of England hath frequently de- 


< clared, by ſeveral of her Members, in a Clerical, 


as well as Civil Capacity, by thoſe who Framed 
# and Eſpouſcd one or more of che Bills againſt Oc- 


Ec, 
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«* caſicnal Conformity, That She is in Principle againſt 
* Perſecution, and for Preſerving the Toleration. 


II. The Promorers of this Bill may pleaſe to 
Remember, That the Queen hath Declared from 
the Throne, That She will Maintain the Toleration 
'1 Inviclable. 


IIL © The Proteſtant Subjects of this Kingdom, 
who are Parents of Children, are ſuppoſed tw have 
Preſerved ro them, by the Fundamental Laws of 
this Kingdom, the Natural Right of the Care and 
Direction of the Education of their own Chiluren ; 
which Natural Right this Bill ſeems calculated ro 
take away and deſtroy. 1 


IV. If the Governments, which are now either 
Heathen or Mahometan, ſhould take into the fame 
Policy; the Society which the Queen hath In- 
corporated for the Propagation of the Goſpel in 
Foreign Parts, can have very little, it any good 
Effect or Succels. 


V. May it not ſeem an Objection and Contra- 
diction ro the many Princely and Chriſtian Soli- 
citations, Which the Queen by her Miniſters hath 
made ar Foreign Courts, on the Behalf of Prore- 
ſtants, againſt the violent Intruſions of Papiſts in- 
to their Rights and Juſt Privileges? 


VI.“ It may be a means to oblige the Carrying 
out of large Sums of Money for Fureign Edu- 
cation. | 


VIL. © Ir may probably do much Hurt to Charita- 
dle Foundations. | 


VII. © It ſeems not to be agreeable to that great 
Law of Chriſt, Mat. 7. 12. Therefore all things what- 
** ſoever ye would that Men ſhould do to you, do ye 
eden ſo to them: for this is the Law and the Prophens, 


. 
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not yet recover d chemſelves out of the Madding Fir 
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T have already beitow'd ſome Hours in conſidering 
this Matter in R:147%s on a Mercenary Libellers Le- 
ter t the D ſſenters, which he, himſelf a Diſſcuter, has 
now Republiſhd ro animate p. -ople againſt their Pro- 
titan; N.telouurs of a differing Communion. As it 
was not in that Hirclirng's Power to clear himſelf of 
the Sophisten, H.rccriſy and Falſhoods with which he 
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ther into the Controverſy manag'd by him with the 
baſeſt of Views to gain che Favour of a Party at the Ex- 
pence of the Deſtruction of his own, at leaſt, as he 
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now ſo well known, that tis ſufficient to ruin the 
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caſicnal Conformity, That She 3s in Principle ggainſt 


Perſ:cution, and for Preſerving the Toleration. 


II. The Promoters of this Bill may pleaſe ta 
Remember, That the Queen hath Declated from 
the Throne, That She will Ma:nta:n the Tieration 
Inziclable. 


IIL © The Proteſtant Subjects of this Kingdom, 
who are Parents of Children, are ſuppoſed tw have 
Preſerved ro them, by the Fundamental Laws of 
this Kingdom, the Natural Right of the Care and 
Direction of the Education of their own Chilurcn ; 
which Natural Right this Bill ſcems calculated ro 
take away and deſtroy. 


IV. If the Governments, which arc now either 
Heathen or Mahometan, ſhould rake into the {ame 
Policy; the Society which the Qucea hath In- 
corporated for the Propagation of the Goipel in 


Foreign Parts, can have very little, if any good 
Effect or Succeſs. 


V. May it not ſeem an Objection and Contre- 
diction ro the many Princely and Chriſtian Sali 
citations, Which the Queen by her Miniſters hats 
made at Foreign Courts, on the Behalf of Prove 
ſtants, againſt the violent Intruſions cf Paviits | 
to their Rights and Juſt Pcivileges ? 


VI. © Ic may be a means to oblige rhe Carrying 
out of large Sums of Money for Foreign Edu- 
cation. 


VIL. © Ir may probably do much Hurt © Charita- 


ble Foundations. 


VII.“ Ic ſeems not to be agreeable to that great 
Law of Chriſt, Mar. 7 142. Therefore ail thing wmhat- 
fever ye would that "Men ſhauld do to you, do ye 
ven ſo te them : for this is the Law aud the Prophent, 
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